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Location

125 LEDCOURT ROAD LEDCOURT, NORTHERN GRAMPIANS SHIRE

Municipality

NORTHERN GRAMPIANS SHIRE

Level of significance

Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H0339

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO20

VHR Registration

October 9, 1974

Amendment to Registration

September 13, 2001

Heritage Listing

Victorian Heritage Register

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - September 13, 2001

What is significant?

Captain Robert Briggs took up the Ledcourt run in 1840 and it was bought by an absentee owner Benjamin Boyd
in 1842. Thomas Young, a solicitor from Hobart, purchased Ledcourt from Boyd in 1848. John Carfrae, who
married Young's daughter in 1848, settled on the run and it was divided into three holdings; Ledcourt of 74,500
acres which includes the present homestead site, and Newington and Swinton. The original homestead was
probably built at some time between 1846 and 1850 - it was the subject of a sketch by Lt. Governor Charles La
Trobe during his visit in March 1850. Carfrae sold the Ledcourt license in 1858 to the de Little brothers, Henry
and Joseph and their brother in law, Alfred Douglass. John Holt, a noted pastoralist, took over the license in 1868
after arriving in 1863, and was responsible for the 1875 additions to the homestead.

Marcus Clarke was employed on the property for a short period and lived in a two-roomed cottage near the
homestead (no longer evident). In June 1866 he described the property; "a most fearfully rocky mountainous spot
surrounded by magnificent scenery.'. It is almost worthwhile to come to Australia to see the sun rise and set over
these mountains".



The original Colonial Georgian style homestead is constructed in Grampians sandstone and consists of a single
storey, eight-roomed cottage with an axial plan and broken hipped roof. The building is oriented to the south on a
sloping site with commanding views of the Grampians range. The front and side verandahs are roofed with
concave rolled corrugated iron supported on simple timber posts. The rear (north) awning is a skillion with
shingles now covered in iron.

Additions to the homestead occurred in August 1875 to the design of the architect, GC Inskip. These include two
single room gabled pavilions in bluestone, one an office and the other a bathroom, to either side of a rear
courtyard. The courtyard is paved with large slate flags and enclosed by a low iron palisade fence. Another
pavilion to the west of similar scale to the other pavilions but in a Picturesque Gothic style contains surprisingly
elaborate toilet facilities. The approach to the front verandah of the homestead was graced with a new formal
staircase of Stawell stone with stucco balustrades. The interior of the cottage was refurbished in a more elaborate
and up to date style. These additions may relate to the visit of the Governor, Sir George Bowen in May 1876.

How is it significant?
Ledcourt Homestead is historically and architecturally significant to the State of Victoria.

Why is it significant?

Ledcourt Homestead is historically significant as the oldest established pastoral residence in the Stawell region.
Ledcourt Homestead remains largely unaltered in a near original context in a pastoral landscape at the foothills of
the dramatic Grampians range. Nearby archaeological evidence of the early phase of the homestead occupation
includes remnants of the stables, blacksmith shop, quarrying and a dam.

Ledcourt Homestead is historically significant as a place associated with significant people in the history of
Victoria. Those who visited or stayed on the property included Lt. Governor Charles Latrobe, Marcus Clarke, and
Governor Sir George Bowen. Eugene Von Guerard painted Mt William from a vantage point in the near vicinity of
the homestead.

Ledcourt Homestead is architecturally significant as a rare pre-separation Colonial Georgian style homestead.
The Homestead retains characteristic features of the style such as symmetrical plan and front facade, encircling
verandah, broken roof pitch, wide front door with simple radiating fanlight, and french doors to the front rooms.
The 1870s alterations by Inskip did little to obscure the original design and added some distinction of their own.

Ledcourt Homestead is architecturally significant for the unusual elaborately appointed toilet pavilion. The
substantial freestanding stone building in picturesque Gothic style features separate male and female facilities
with timber adult and children's closets on either side.

Permit Exemptions

General Exemptions:

General exemptions apply to all places and objects included in the Victorian Heritage Register (VHR). General
exemptions have been designed to allow everyday activities, maintenance and changes to your property, which
don’t harm its cultural heritage significance, to proceed without the need to obtain approvals under the Heritage
Act 2017.

Places of worship: In some circumstances, you can alter a place of worship to accommodate religious practices
without a permit, but you must notify the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria before you start the works or
activities at least 20 business days before the works or activities are to commence.

Subdivision/consolidation: Permit exemptions exist for some subdivisions and consolidations. If the subdivision or
consolidation is in accordance with a planning permit granted under Part 4 of the Planning and Environment Act
1987 and the application for the planning permit was referred to the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria as a
determining referral authority, a permit is not required.

Specific exemptions may also apply to your registered place or object. If applicable, these are listed below.

https://application-hub.app.planning.vic.gov.au/hv/createForm/EDNotificationHV


Specific exemptions are tailored to the conservation and management needs of an individual registered place or
object and set out works and activities that are exempt from the requirements of a permit. Specific exemptions
prevail if they conflict with general exemptions.

Find out more about heritage permit exemptions here.

Specific Exemptions:

General Conditions:
1. All exempted alterations are to be planned and carried out in a manner which prevents damage to the fabric of
the registered place or object.
2. Should it become apparent during further inspection or the carrying out of alterations that original or previously
hidden or inaccessible details of the place or object are revealed which relate to the significance of the place or
object, then the exemption covering such alteration shall cease and the Executive Director shall be notified as
soon as possible.
3. If there is a conservation policy and plan approved by the Executive Director, all works shall be in accordance
with it.
4. Nothing in this declaration prevents the Executive Director from amending or rescinding all or any of the permit
exemptions.
Nothing in this declaration exempts owners or their agents from the responsibility to seek relevant planning or
building permits from the responsible authority where applicable.

Building exterior
* Minor repairs and maintenance which replace like with like.
* Removal of extraneous items such as pipe work, ducting, wiring, antennae, aerials etc, and making good.
* Installation or repair of damp proofing by either injection method or grouted pocket method.
* Regular garden maintenance.
* Installation, removal or replacement of garden watering systems.

Building Interior
* Painting of previously painted walls and ceilings provided that preparation or painting does not remove evidence
of the original paint or other decorative scheme.
* Removal of paint from originally unpainted or oiled joinery, doors, architraves, skirtings and decorative
strapping.
* Installation, removal or replacement of carpets and/or flexible floor coverings.
* Installation, removal or replacement of hooks, nails and other devices for the hanging of mirrors, paintings and
other wall mounted artworks.
* Refurbishment of bathrooms and toilets within the homestead building only including removal, installation or
replacement of sanitary fixtures and associated piping, mirrors, wall and floor coverings.
* Installation, removal or replacement of kitchen benches and fixtures including sinks, stoves, ovens,
refrigerators, dishwashers etc and associated plumbing and wiring.
* Installation, removal or replacement of ducted, hydronic or concealed radiant type heating provided that the
installation does not damage existing skirtings and architraves and provided that the location of the heating unit is
concealed from view.
* Installation, removal or replacement of electrical wiring provided that all new wiring is fully concealed.
* Installation, removal or replacement of bulk insulation in the roof space.
* Installation, removal or replacement of smoke detectors.

Construction dates 1850, 

Architect/Designer Inskip, George, 

Heritage Act Categories Registered place,  Registered archaeological place, 

Hermes Number 1123

https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/permits-and-approvals/heritage-permit-exemptions


Property Number

History

Thomas Young, a solicitor from Hobart, purchased Ledcourt from Boyd in 1848. Source" Colonial Times Hobart
15 September 1848

Extent of Registration

NOTICE OF REGISTRATION

As Executive Director for the purpose of the Heritage Act, I give notice under section 46 that the Victorian
Heritage Register is amended in that the Heritage Register Number 339 in the category described as a Heritage
Place and in the category described as Archaeological place is now described as:

Ledcourt Homestead, Glenorchy-Ledcourt Road, Ledcourt, Northern Grampians Shire Council.

EXTENT:

1. All the buildings being B1 Homestead, B2 Toilets, B3 Shed as shown on diagram 339 held by the Executive
Director.

2. All of the land as shown on diagram 339 held by the Executive Director being part of the land described in
Certificate of Title Volume 7447, Folio 383.

Dated 11 September 2001

RAY TONKIN
Executive Director
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This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

