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Cuckoo Restaurant

Cuckoo Restaurant

Location

508 Mt Dandenong Tourist Road, Olinda VIC 3788 - Property No 57758

Municipality
YARRA RANGES SHIRE

Level of significance

Included in Heritage Overlay

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO264

Heritage Listing

Yarra Ranges Shire

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - July 5, 2000

The Cuckoo Restaurant, a small single-storey building, has high local significance for its long history as a popular
Olinda restaurant. It became popular as the Quamby Tea Rooms during Olinda’s tourist -boom years of the
1920s and 1930s, serving home-made cakes and scones, and take-away meals and sandwiches for eating at
picnic spots. The former Quamby Tea Rooms was associated with the Dorey family from the first years until
1958, when the business became the Cuckoo Restaurant. It has been a major tourist destination in the
Dandenongs for many decades.



Heritage Study/Consultant Yarra Ranges - Shire of Yarra Ranges Heritage Study, Context Pty Ltd, 2000;
Other Names Quamby Tea Rooms,
Hermes Number 115254

Property Number

Physical Description 1

The Cuckoo Restaurant is a single storey, Swiss chalet-style restaurant, dating from 1913, on the steep hillside
adjacent to the Mt Dandenong Tourist Road. The building is dominated by a series of staggered gable roofs with
an interconnecting gable end roof form marking the main entrance. The front of the building, set below the road
level, overlooks the driveway only while the rear of the building over looks development to the east.

The rectangular plan building is clad with vertical timber lining boards and the tiled roof edged with scalloped
timber boards. The windows have a mixture of plain and arts and crafts-inspired timber surrounds, with
decorative hinges for the slatted timber shutters.

The building entrance is marked by an enlarged timber replica of a cuckoo clock which is clearly visible from the
road.
Physical Conditions

Good

Integrity
Evidence of stages

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting ‘Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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