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Location

387 BOORHAMAN ROAD WANGARATTA, WANGARATTA RURAL CITY

Municipality

WANGARATTA RURAL CITY

Level of significance

Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H0359

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO155

VHR Registration

October 9, 1974

Heritage Listing

Victorian Heritage Register

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - February 24, 2005

What is significant?
Joseph Docker moved his family to the Wangaratta area in 1838, ten years after his arrival in Australia, and took
up the Bontharambo run. He developed this property and built two houses before employing the architect,
Thomas Watts, to design the existing Bontharambo homestead. This was constructed in 1857-9, after Docker
was granted his pre-emptive right in 1855. Much of the surrounding landscape was developed into parkland at
this time, and various agricultural industries were developed on the property, particularly from the 1860s. The
property remains in the ownership of the Docker family.



The Bontharambo homestead is a picturesque two storey Italianate brick and stone building, asymmetrical in
form with dominant square tower, two single storey, rendered brick loggias and slate hipped roof. Granite quoins
articulate corners of the building, and paired consoles support the rendered moulded cornice eaves, which
themselves conceal box gutters. The arcaded loggias contain segmental arches and Tuscan pilasters applied to
supporting piers. The tower contains the entrance porch at ground level, and the third storey contains an open
arcade, with balustraded parapet supported on a bracketed cornice. Internally much of the homestead is intact
both in plan form and detail, retaining original polished cedar joinery and a variety of nineteenth century fixtures
and fittings and contents, including nineteenth century items of furniture.

The picturesque composition of the house is complemented by the surrounding garden, terrace and landscaped
park. The approach to the house is along an extensive drive lined with an avenue of Dutch Elms (Ulumus x
hollandica), Kurrajongs (Brachychiton populneus) and other species. The park, entered through an ornate brick
and cast iron gateway and Osage Orange (Maclura pomifera) hedge, is notable for its mix of exotic specimens
and remnant indigenous trees. Plantings include a pair of towering Bunya Bunya Pines (Araucaria bidwillii), White
Cypress Pine (Callitris glaucophylla), Cedars, Kurrajongs, Foxglove Tree (Paulownia), two exceptionally large
and rare Bottle Trees (Brachychiton rupestris)and an outstanding Holm Oak (Quercus ilex) near the homestead.
Near the Chinese gardener's cottage, west of the homestead, is a large Stone Pine (Pinus pinea) and the
remnants of an Osage Orange hedge. Two Olive (Olea europaea subsp.europaea) plantations, on the north and
east sides of the park, were used for olive oil production and also provide important wind breaks. A citrus grove
and White Mulberry (Morus alba) plantings are indicative of Docker?s experimental agricultural pursuits.

The formal garden to the north of the homestead, is laid out in a half circular parterre, now mostly removed and
partly turned into lawn. A focal point is a large, and old, sundial on a concrete pedestal.

A complex of outbuildings remain, including remnants of the second homestead (1843), Chinese gardener's
cottage (late 1850s) and stables (1855). These date from the earliest period of European settlement of Victoria
and display various building construction techniques and materials, such as timber slab construction, handmade
bricks, ironmongery forged on the site and early sheet zinc roofing. In addition to this, a private family cemetery
was established by the family on the property in 1843 and this now contains seventeen memorial stones and
plantings, including a large outstanding Italian Cypress (Cupressus sempervirens), Laurustinus (Viburnum tinus)
hedge inside the picket fence, and Rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis) hedges amongst the marble headstones.

How is it significant?
Bontharambo, Wangaratta is of historical, architectural, aesthetic and scientific (technological) significance.

Why is it significant?
Bontharambo, Wangaratta is of historical significance as a property established during the early period of
European settlement of the Port Phillip District, and its subsequent expansion and development is illustrative of
the early phase of pastoral development of the colony. It is a well preserved example of a mid-nineteenth century
grazing and agricultural property which retains clear evidence of its evolution. The historic core of the property,
comprising the main homestead and its contents, its landscaped setting and the complex of outbuildings and
associated farming equipment, provides a complete picture of rural life from the earliest days of colonial
settlement until the present.

Bontharambo is of historical significance due to its association with the early pastoralist, Joseph Docker, and is
important as one of a small number of nineteenth century properties in Victoria which are still in continuous family
ownership. Collections of original furniture and other items contained in the homestead are also of historical
significance due to their associations with the Docker family and are illustrative of the nature of rural domestic life
in nineteenth century Victoria.

Bontharambo has historical and aesthetic significance for its cemetery, which is a rare example of a private family
cemetery in Victoria, established prior to government requirements for burial in public cemeteries. Both the
Docker family headstones and the traditional cemetery plantings are of historical and aesthetic significance.

Bontharambo has architectural significance for its homestead, which is one of the most distinctive buildings
designed by nineteenth century architect, Thomas Watts, and is an early and sophisticated example of the
Italianate style in Victoria. It is probably the first example of a building in this style in Victoria which incorporated a
parapeted balustraded tower and segmental arches, both of which became fashionable later in the nineteenth
century.



Bontharambo is of aesthetic significance for its landscaped park, which is an early, and unusually grandiose,
example of the late eighteenth/early nineteenth century English picturesque traditions in Victoria. It contains some
important exotic specimens. The extensive tree-lined approach to the homestead, and the gateway, are also of
importance. In addition, the remnant house garden and terrace are important as early examples of Italianate-
influenced garden design in Victoria.

Bontharambo is of scientific (technological) significance for its surviving mid-nineteenth century outbuildings and
fencing, which demonstrate a variety of vernacular building construction techniques and materials utilised by
settlers in the developing colony. These, together with remnant farm machinery, citrus plantings and Olive and
White Mulberry groves are also representative of early agricultural industries developed by settlers during the
early colonial period.
[Online Data Upgrade Project 2004]

Permit Exemptions

General Exemptions:

General exemptions apply to all places and objects included in the Victorian Heritage Register (VHR). General
exemptions have been designed to allow everyday activities, maintenance and changes to your property, which
don’t harm its cultural heritage significance, to proceed without the need to obtain approvals under the Heritage
Act 2017.

Places of worship: In some circumstances, you can alter a place of worship to accommodate religious practices
without a permit, but you must notify the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria before you start the works or
activities at least 20 business days before the works or activities are to commence.

Subdivision/consolidation: Permit exemptions exist for some subdivisions and consolidations. If the subdivision or
consolidation is in accordance with a planning permit granted under Part 4 of the Planning and Environment Act
1987 and the application for the planning permit was referred to the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria as a
determining referral authority, a permit is not required.

Specific exemptions may also apply to your registered place or object. If applicable, these are listed below.
Specific exemptions are tailored to the conservation and management needs of an individual registered place or
object and set out works and activities that are exempt from the requirements of a permit. Specific exemptions
prevail if they conflict with general exemptions.

Find out more about heritage permit exemptions here.

Specific Exemptions:

General Conditions: 1. All exempted alterations are to be planned and carried out in a manner which prevents
damage to the fabric of the registered place or object. General Conditions: 2. Should it become apparent during
further inspection or the carrying out of works that original or previously hidden or inaccessible details of the place
or object are revealed which relate to the significance of the place or object, then the exemption covering such
works shall cease and Heritage Victoria shall be notified as soon as possible. Note: All archaeological places
have the potential to contain significant sub-surface artefacts and other remains. In most cases it will be
necessary to obtain approval from the Executive Director, Heritage Victoria before the undertaking any works that
have a significant sub-surface component.

General Conditions: 3. If there is a conservation policy and planall works shall be in accordance with it. Note:A
Conservation Management Plan or a Heritage Action Plan provides guidance for the management of the heritage
values associated with the site. It may not be necessary to obtain a heritage permit for certain works specified in
the management plan.

General Conditions: 4. Nothing in this determination prevents the Executive Director from amending or rescinding

https://application-hub.app.planning.vic.gov.au/hv/createForm/EDNotificationHV
https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/permits-and-approvals/heritage-permit-exemptions


all or any of the permit exemptions. General Conditions: 5. Nothing in this determination exempts owners or their
agents from the responsibility to seek relevant planning or building permits from the responsible authorities where
applicable. Minor Works : Note: Any Minor Works that in the opinion of the Executive Director will not adversely
affect the heritage significance of the place may be exempt from the permit requirements of the Heritage Act. A
person proposing to undertake minor works must submit a proposal to the Executive Director. If the Executive
Director is satisfied that the proposed works will not adversely affect the heritage values of the site, the applicant
may be exempted from the requirement to obtain a heritage permit. If an applicant is uncertain whether a heritage
permit is required, it is recommended that the permits co-ordinator be contacted.

Construction dates 1857, 

Architect/Designer Watts, Thomas, 

Heritage Act Categories Registered place, 

Hermes Number 1181

Property Number

History

Joseph Docker moved his family to the Wangaratta area in 1838, ten years after his arrival in Australia, and took
up the Bontharambo run. He developed this property and built two houses before employing the architect,
Thomas Watts, to design the existing Bontharambo homestead. This was constructed in 1857-9, after Docker
was granted his pre-emptive right in 1855. Much of the surrounding landscape was developed into parkland at
this time, and various agricultural industries were developed on the property, particularly from the 1860s. The
property remains in the ownership of the Docker family.

The draft statement of significance and the above history were produced as part of an Online Data
Upgrade Project 2005. Sources were as follows:
Allom Lovell and Associates. Bontharambo, Wangaratta, Conservation Management Plan.2001

Extent of Registration

Shire of Wangaratta. No.359. Bontharambo Homestead, Bontharambo, Wangaratta.
[Victoria Government Gazette No 100 Wednesday, October 9 1974 p.3650]

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

