
Victorian Heritage Database Report Report generated 29/10/25

PROUDFOOT'S BOATHOUSE

PROUDFOOT'S
BOATHOUSE SOHE 2008

PROUDFOOT'S
BOATHOUSE SOHE 2008

1 proudfoot's boathouse
simpson street warrnambool
view of property mar1985

h00620 plan h0620

Location

2 SIMPSON STREET WARRNAMBOOL, WARRNAMBOOL CITY

Municipality

WARRNAMBOOL CITY

Level of significance

Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number



H0620

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO151

VHR Registration

February 19, 1986

Heritage Listing

Victorian Heritage Register

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - July 27, 1999

What is significant?

Proudfoot's Boathouse on the Hopkins River near Warrnambool is an outstanding example of a late-19th century
boathouse complex with associated residence and jetties. Thomas Proudfoot first applied for a jetty licence in
1885 with a view to establishing a boating business on the Hopkins River. The early single storey sections are
thought to date from this period. The two storey second stage probably dates from 1893 when additions were
constructed. The entire complex was designed and built by Proudfoot himself. The business remained in the
Proudfoot family until 1979. The buildings were modified in the 1990s in the process of creating a sporting club on
the site.

How is it significant?

Proudfoot's Boathouse is of architectural, historical and social significance to the State of

Victoria.

Why is it significant?

Proudfoot's Boathouse is of architectural significance as perhaps the finest example of a 19th century boathouse
in Victoria. Although recent modifications have reduced the intactness of the buildings, many original features
remain. The beautifully ornamented buildings still provide an attractive instance of 19th century leisure facility
architecture.

Proudfoot's Boathouse is of historical significance as an example of late-Victorian recreational and tourist
facilities. Boathouses were popular 19th century tourist and recreational attractions, providing refined and healthy
activity. This boathouse shows the early realisation of the tourism and leisure potential of seaside towns such as
Warrnambool, a potential that has become increasingly important as port uses have ceased and other industries
have been subjected to financial pressure.

Proudfoot's Boathouse is of social significance because it illustrates the continuity of the attraction of this kind of
leisure facility. Although the glory days of the boathouse were in the 19th century, those that survive continue to
be well patronised. Proudfoot's Boathouse has been an important recreational facility and attraction for tourists
flocking to the Hopkins River, one of the State's most popular boating and fishing resorts, since 1885.

Permit Exemptions



General Exemptions:

General exemptions apply to all places and objects included in the Victorian Heritage Register (VHR). General
exemptions have been designed to allow everyday activities, maintenance and changes to your property, which
don’t harm its cultural heritage significance, to proceed without the need to obtain approvals under the Heritage
Act 2017.

Places of worship: In some circumstances, you can alter a place of worship to accommodate religious practices
without a permit, but you must notify the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria before you start the works or
activities at least 20 business days before the works or activities are to commence.

Subdivision/consolidation: Permit exemptions exist for some subdivisions and consolidations. If the subdivision or
consolidation is in accordance with a planning permit granted under Part 4 of the Planning and Environment Act
1987 and the application for the planning permit was referred to the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria as a
determining referral authority, a permit is not required.

Specific exemptions may also apply to your registered place or object. If applicable, these are listed below.
Specific exemptions are tailored to the conservation and management needs of an individual registered place or
object and set out works and activities that are exempt from the requirements of a permit. Specific exemptions
prevail if they conflict with general exemptions.

Find out more about heritage permit exemptions here.

Construction dates 1885, 

Architect/Designer Proudfoot, Thomas, 

Heritage Act Categories Registered place, 

Other Names PROUDFOOTS BOATHOUSE,   WARRNAMBOOL BOATHOUSE,   BOATHOUSE,  

Hermes Number 1199

Property Number

History

Associated People:

Extent of Registration

AMENDMENT OF REGISTER OF HISTORIC BUILDINGS
Historic Building No. 620, Proudfoots Boathouse, 2 Simpson Street and Hopkins River, Warrnambool (to the
extent of the whole of the land, and all of the buildings shown shaded red on the map held by the Ministry for
Planning and Environment).
[Victoria Government Gazette No. 11 19 February 1986 p. 418]

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

https://application-hub.app.planning.vic.gov.au/hv/createForm/EDNotificationHV
https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/permits-and-approvals/heritage-permit-exemptions
http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

