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PETER AH SEN SAW MILL

H02021 peter ah sen sawmill
scatter

H02021 peter ah sen sawmill plan

Location

SPLITTERS RANGE ROAD OMEO AND TONGIO, EAST GIPPSLAND SHIRE

Municipality

EAST GIPPSLAND SHIRE



Level of significance

Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H2021

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO363

VHR Registration

March 20, 2003

Heritage Listing

Victorian Heritage Register

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - March 20, 2003

What is significant?
Peter Ah Sen's Sawmill was among the first mills to be established in the Omeo district, and the only known
sawmill in Victoria to have been licensed to a Chinese-born person. The site is also the only example known in
Victoria of a sawmill powered by an overshot water wheel which has significant remains. Peter Ah Sen operated
the mill between 1881 and 1886. The site includes a dam on Gap Creek and a simple earthen channel to deliver
water to the mill. The pit for the water wheel is nine metres long and three metres deep, with a tail race
connecting the wheel pit with the creek. Stone chimney mounds represent the remains of three dwellings on the
site.

How is it significant
Peter Ah Sen's Sawmill is of historical and archaeological significance to the State of Victoria.

Why is it significant?
Peter Ah Sen's Sawmill is historically significant as the first and only sawmill site licensed to a Chinese-born
person in Victoria. Peter Ah Sen was born in China around 1827. He emigrated to Australia at an unknown date
and was among the first Chinese to arrive in Omeo. Ah Sen achieved success as a gold miner, hotel-keeper,
sawmiller and storekeeper, and was headman in his local community. The site has the potential to provide
significant information about the Chinese in the Omeo district in particular and in Victoria more generally.

Peter Ah Sen's Sawmill is archaeologically important for its potential to yield evidence about the technological
history of sawmilling, and the cultural history of Chinese workers at a forest settlement.

Permit Exemptions

General Exemptions:



General exemptions apply to all places and objects included in the Victorian Heritage Register (VHR). General
exemptions have been designed to allow everyday activities, maintenance and changes to your property, which
don’t harm its cultural heritage significance, to proceed without the need to obtain approvals under the Heritage
Act 2017.

Places of worship: In some circumstances, you can alter a place of worship to accommodate religious practices
without a permit, but you must notify the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria before you start the works or
activities at least 20 business days before the works or activities are to commence.

Subdivision/consolidation: Permit exemptions exist for some subdivisions and consolidations. If the subdivision or
consolidation is in accordance with a planning permit granted under Part 4 of the Planning and Environment Act
1987 and the application for the planning permit was referred to the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria as a
determining referral authority, a permit is not required.

Specific exemptions may also apply to your registered place or object. If applicable, these are listed below.
Specific exemptions are tailored to the conservation and management needs of an individual registered place or
object and set out works and activities that are exempt from the requirements of a permit. Specific exemptions
prevail if they conflict with general exemptions.

Find out more about heritage permit exemptions here.

Specific Exemptions:

General Conditions: 1. All exempted alterations are to be planned and carried out in a manner which prevents
damage to the fabric of the registered place or object. General Conditions: 2. Should it become apparent during
further inspection or the carrying out of alterations that original or previously hidden or inaccessible details of the
place or object are revealed which relate to the significance of the place or object, then the exemption covering
such alteration shall cease and the Executive Director shall be notified as soon as possible. General Conditions:
3. If there is a conservation policy and plan approved by the Executive Director, all works shall be in accordance
with it. General Conditions: 4. Nothing in this declaration prevents the Executive Director from amending or
rescinding all or any of the permit exemptions. General Conditions: 5. Nothing in this declaration exempts owners
or their agents from the responsibility to seek relevant planning or building permits from the responsible authority
where applicable.

EXEMPTIONS:
Preliminary Mineral Exploration work
Fire suppression duties
Weed and vermin control
Public safety
Rehabilitation, protective and stabilisation works
Information signage - for interpretation and prevention of public risk

Construction dates 1881, 

Heritage Act Categories Registered archaeological place, 

Hermes Number 12631

Property Number

History

https://application-hub.app.planning.vic.gov.au/hv/createForm/EDNotificationHV
https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/permits-and-approvals/heritage-permit-exemptions


A sawmill site was surveyed for Elizabeth McQueen in 1880, a mill which may have been the earliest in the Omeo
district.  The surveyor’s plan showed a race and flume, the site for a proposed dam, a site for a water wheel and
a T-shaped mill building.  McQueen held the site for less than a year, before transferring her interest to Peter Ah
Sen in 1881.  The site thus became the first and only sawmill licensed to a Chinese-born person in Victoria.

Peter Ah Sen was born in China around 1827.  He emigrated to Australia at an unknown date and was among
the first Chinese to arrive in Omeo.  Also known as Ah Sin, he occupied the position of headman in his local
community.  By 1873 he was mining at Omeo and Swifts Creek in company with Ah Fook, Cong Jon, Ah Pow and
Ah Foo.  In addition, he held a licence for a hotel in Omeo in the 1870s.  His success in these ventures enabled
him to purchase Elizabeth McQueen’s sawmill.

Ah Sen operated the mill for almost five years before selling the business to William Condon, a farmer from
Hinnomunjie, in January 1886.  Condon immediately shifted the mill further up Gap Creek.  Following the sale
Peter Ah Sen became a storekeeper at Omeo, where he lived out the remainder of his life.  He died in 1893 at
the age of sixty-six.

Extent of Registration

NOTICE OF REGISTRATION

As Executive Director for the purpose of the Heritage Act, I give notice under Section 46 that the Victorian
Heritage Register is amended in that Heritage Register Number H2021 in the category described as
Archaeological place:

Peter Ah Sen Sawmill, Splitters Ridge, Omeo, East Gippsland Shire Council.

EXTENT:

All of the Crown Land including earthworks, chimney mounds, surface and subsurface artefacts and any other
remains of sawmilling activity within a radius of 150 metres of the point with longitude 147.67842, latitude
37.14381, shown as L1 on Diagram 2021 held by the Executive Director.

Dated 20 March 2003

RAY TONKIN
Executive Director
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This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

