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Location

High Street, Koroit VIC 3282

Municipality

MOYNE SHIRE

Level of significance

-

Heritage Overlay Numbers

Heritage Listing

Vic. War Heritage Inventory

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - June 22, 2002



What is significant?
The Koroit war memorial, in High Street, Koroit, was erected in 1928 and remodelled in 1990. The memorial
takes the form of a simple stone obelisk set on a stone base. The base was altered and raised in 1990. This new
section is of little appreciable cultural significance.

Why is it significant?
The Koroit war memorial, High Street, Koroit, erected in 1928, is of historical and aesthetic significance to Moyne
Shire.

How is it significant?
The Koroit war memorial, High Street, Koroit, is of local historical significance as a memorial to the local men who
lost their lives as soldiers in World War I, and also as a memorial to those who died in later wars. Its original small
size of the memorial and the delay in its construction is of local historical significance as a reflection of popular
sentiment of the local Irish Catholic community towards the British Empire in the fractious 1920s.

The Koroit war memorial, Koroit, erected in 1928, is of local aesthetic significance for its simple form and its use
of local stone. Its significance is enhanced by its garden setting.

Heritage
Study/Consultant

Moyne - Moyne Shire Heritage Study Stage 2, Helen Doyle in association with
Context P/L, 2006; 

Construction dates 1923, 

Hermes Number 127461

Property Number

Physical Description 1

Simple obelisk - granite or bluestone? The base is rock-faced; the upper part of the base and the obelisk are
smooth finished. The memorial has a low fence around it with rock-faced bluestone posts and railing with steps
on all four sides.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS
This is similar to the other war memorials in the Shire - for example at Chatsworth, Hexham, Ellerslie, and
Framlingham. The memorial at Hexham is in its original state unlike that at Koroit which has been given a new
concrete balustrade. The memorial at Koroit was possibly completed considerably later compared to the other
towns in the Shire.

Physical Conditions

Good

Integrity

Minor Modifications

Veterans Description for Public

The Koroit War Memorial, in High Street, Koroit, was erected in 1928 and remodelled in 1990. The memorial
takes the form of a simple Egyptian stone obelisk set on a stone base. The memorial was dedicated to local men
who lost their lives as soldiers in the First World War, but inscriptions were added for locals who fought in the
Second World War and the Vietnam War.



The memorial was proposed for Koroit by at least 1921, when it was recorded that 'Funds are being raised by
public entertainments and subscriptions about £300 being at present in hand'. Fund-raising continued in 1922,
but there were still insufficient funds collected for the completion of the memorial on the proposed lines. Funds
were relatively slow in coming and requests were repeatedly made in the local paper, the Koroit Sentinel. The
large Irish Catholic population at Koroit and the fact that the area had demonstrated the largest 'No' vote in the
conscription referenda suggests that there was less interest in erecting war memorials here than in other towns,
for example Mortlake. Nonetheless, the memorial was finally completed in 1928 and sited in the Botanic Gardens.

In 1990, the war memorial was redeveloped by raising the base by about 1 metre, and adding concrete walls at
either end as well as chain railing and two flagpoles. Following the completion of these additions, a local
ceremony took place at which the memorial was rededicated by Victorian RSL president Bruce Ruxton.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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