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Location

ST PATRICKS CHURCH, 10 ROGERS STREET MENTONE, KINGSTON CITY

Municipality

KINGSTON CITY

Level of significance

Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H1861

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO61

HO125

VHR Registration

December 23, 1999

Heritage Listing

Victorian Heritage Register



Statement of Significance

Last updated on - October 7, 1999

What is significant?
The pipe organ was built by the English firm, FW Nicholson and was originally installed in the Independent
Congregational Church, Malvern Road Prahran, in 1861. Following the sale of the church to the former City of
Prahran in the 1980s, the organ was donated to St Patrick's Mentone where it was recommissioned in 1999.

How is it significant?
The St Patrick's pipe organ is of historical, scientific (technological) and aesthetic significance to the State of
Victoria.

Why is it significant?
The pipe organ at St Patrick's Mentone is historically important as the only example of an FW Nicholson imported
into organ in Victoria, and the largest such instrument remaining in the world. The organ is historically important
because of the survival of its original pipework, the largest and oldest corpus of pipework extant in Victoria.

The aesthetic importance of the organ is demonstrated in the richness and diversity of the ornate stencilled
decoration on the organ?s facade display pipes which was applied in 1862, one of the earliest examples of this
type of work in Victoria. The design and scaling of the organ is important and illustrates the strong influence on
Nicholson's work of the renowned German organ building firm Shulze.

Permit Exemptions

General Exemptions:

General exemptions apply to all places and objects included in the Victorian Heritage Register (VHR). General
exemptions have been designed to allow everyday activities, maintenance and changes to your property, which
don’t harm its cultural heritage significance, to proceed without the need to obtain approvals under the Heritage
Act 2017.

Places of worship: In some circumstances, you can alter a place of worship to accommodate religious practices
without a permit, but you must notify the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria before you start the works or
activities at least 20 business days before the works or activities are to commence.

Subdivision/consolidation: Permit exemptions exist for some subdivisions and consolidations. If the subdivision or
consolidation is in accordance with a planning permit granted under Part 4 of the Planning and Environment Act
1987 and the application for the planning permit was referred to the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria as a
determining referral authority, a permit is not required.

Specific exemptions may also apply to your registered place or object. If applicable, these are listed below.
Specific exemptions are tailored to the conservation and management needs of an individual registered place or
object and set out works and activities that are exempt from the requirements of a permit. Specific exemptions
prevail if they conflict with general exemptions.

Find out more about heritage permit exemptions here.

Specific Exemptions:

General Conditions:
1. All exempted alterations are to be planned and carried out in a manner which prevents damage to the fabric of
the registered place or object.
2. Should it become apparent during further inspection or the carrying out of alterations that original or previously

https://application-hub.app.planning.vic.gov.au/hv/createForm/EDNotificationHV
https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/permits-and-approvals/heritage-permit-exemptions


hidden or inaccessible details of the place or object are revealed which relate to the significance of the place or
object, then the exemption covering such alteration shall cease and the Executive Director shall be notified as
soon as possible.
3. If there is a conservation policy and plan approved by the Executive Director, all works shall be in accordance
with it.
4. Nothing in this declaration prevents the Executive Director from amending or rescinding all or any of the permit
exemptions.
5. Nothing in this declaration exempts owners or their agents from the responsibility to seek relevant planning or
building permits from the responsible authority where applicable.

* minor repairs and maintenace which replace like with like.

Construction dates 1863, 

Heritage Act
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Registered place, 

Other Names
FORMERLY PIPE ORGAN AT UNITING (CONGREGATIONAL) CHURCH MALVERN
ROAD PRAHRAN,  

Hermes Number 1279

Property Number

History

Contextual History:

Several organbuilders operated under the name of Nicholson in nineteenth century England. Although not a lot is
known about Frederick Nicholson, he is said to have founded his business in 1830 and his factory was recorded
as still operating in Bradford in 1888. Nicholson's later work was influenced by the renowned German organ
builder Schulze. The firm, who operated in the nineteenth and twentieth century, exported a number of
instruments to Britain.

The F W Nicholson Pipe organ was imported by the firm Wilkie, Webster and Co of 15 Collins Street Melbourne
in 1861 and installed in the Independent Congregational Church, Prahran. It is the only F W Nicholson organ to
be imported to Australia, and is the largest known extant example of Nicholson’s work in the world.

History of Place:

In July 1861 permission was given for the ‘singing committee’ to order an organ It was decided to purchase an
instrument from Frederick Whitworth Nicholson of Bradford, England. The F W Nicholson Pipe organ was
installed in the Independent Congregational Church, Malvern Road Prahran.

The organ experienced a degree of malfunction during its first twenty-three years in service, but was not
uncommon with imported organs. The timber used in their manufacture had not been seasoned to withstand the
excessive heat and sudden changes of temperature during the Australian summer.

Very few changes were made to the actual pipework of the instrument over the one hundred and twenty years it
was located at the Prahran church, considered quite rare in an organ of this age, although in 1920 the
mechanical action of the organ was replaced with a pneumatic action. With constant use the organ gradually
deteriorated until by 1984 it was virtually unplayable.

During the 1980s Prahran’s Congregational Church (then Uniting) was purchased by the Prahran City Council
and the future of the organ became uncertain. The City Council initiated plans for the Church to become a
Community Arts Centre (now know as ‘Chapel; off Chapel’) and the Nicholson organ was advertised for sale.



After considering a number of submissions the City Council gifted the organ to St Patrick’s Mentone.

The organ was restored and opened in St Patrick’s Mentone in 1999. A plaque was placed on the organ noting
the instrument’s history and original location. The display pipes, stencilled with an alternating pattern, base
colours of light-blue and light-brown with highlights in 24 carat gold leaf, were restored during installation. The
stencilling, was applied in 1862, is one of the earliest examples of this type of work in Victoria.

The layout of the instrument was reconfigured to enable installation in the gallery of St Patrick’s. The Great and
Pedal pipework was located on the east side of the gallery. The Pedal Stopped Bass 16’ and Principal Bass 8’
are in original positions either side of the Great soundboard. As is the Open Bass 16’ placed behind the Great
along the gallery wall. The casework and facade is original on this side with pipes from both the Open Diapason
and Principal Bass 8’ contained in the facade. The stencilled facade pipes have been meticulously restored. A
new electro-pneumatic key action was installed along with new electric stop action.

A new console was constructed along period lines built in to the facade on the Great side. It is mainly crafted from
oak and finished in a light stain. The drawstops are facsimiles of the originals carved from walnut. The stop labels
are made from ivory resin; the lettering style also copied from the original. A new pedalboard, adjustable bench
and keyboards with scrolled key checks have been installed along with a combination memory with range set
capability and eight memory levels.

On the west side of the window is the Swell pipework. This division, originally only to tenor C, has been extended
to full compass. Space has been left behind the swell box for the addition of Pedal Trombone 16’ at a later date.
The building frame and casework on this side is new as are the zinc facade pipes with the stencilling beautifully
duplicated. The manufacture of the facade for the new case represents a magnificent achievement by the
craftsman involved, the carving of the gothic arches and finials being In particularly detailed. The casework has
been highlighted with 23 carat gold leaf at the tops of the gothic arches.
Associated People:

Assessment Against Criteria

Criterion A
The historical importance, association with or relationship to Victoria's history of the place or object.
The organ at St Patrick's Mentone is the only remaining example of a F W Nicholson organ in Victoria. The
organ's historical importance is enhanced by the survival of its original pipework. The design and scaling of the
organ also displays the strong influence of the German organbuilding firm Shulze.

Criterion B
The importance of a place or object in demonstrating rarity or uniqueness.
The St Patrick's organ is the only example of a Nicholson organ in Victoria. It also comprises the largest corpus of
pipe works surviving from the early days of Victoria.

Criterion C
The place or object's potential to educate, illustrate or provide further scientific investigation in relation to
Victoria's cultural heritage.
The design and scaling of the organ illustrate the strong influence of the German organbuilding firm Shulze.

Criterion D
The importance of a place or object in exhibiting the principal characteristics or the representative nature of a
place or object as part of a class or type of places or objects.
N/A

Criterion E
The importance of the place or object in exhibiting good design or aesthetic characteristics and/or in exhibiting a
richness, diversity or unusual integration of features.
The ornate decoration of the organ's facade display pipes are important in displaying richness and diversity. They
are stencilled with an alternating pattern, base colours of light-blue and light-brown with highlights in 24 carat gold
leaf. It is noted that the stencilling dating from 1862 is one of the earliest examples of this type of work in Victoria.



Criterion F
The importance of the place or object in demonstrating or being associated with scientific or technical innovations
or achievements.
The Nicholson organ demonstrates mid-nineteenth century English practises in the construction of large organ.
The design and scaling of the instrument display the strong influence the German organbuilding firm, Shulze, had
on the development of English organs.

Criterion G
The importance of the place or object in demonstrating social or cultural associations.

Criterion H
Any other matter which the Council considers relevant to the determination of cultural heritage significance

Extent of Registration

To the extent of all the structure known as the FW Nicholson organ, St Patrick's Mentone, including the casework,
pipes, console, relays, and any windpumps.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

