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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

'‘Claremont” erected 1857-58 for William Blair, is the most refined architectural design of Andrew McWilliams, an
Irish engineering/architect who was most engage as a municipal surveyor during his long career in the Geelong
region. The villa is a most distinguished Italianate style design and one of the most notable of the houses
constructed in the 1850's in Geelong. The building has important historical associations, firstly with CJ Denny's
the prominent Geelong wool broker who acquired the house in 1876, and then with the Gray family who have
occupied the house since 1901.

RECOMMENDATIONS: PROTECTIVE MEASURES



Historic Buildings Council Register

Geelong Regional Commission Register.
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This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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