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Peter the Great, White Jacket and Blue Jacket Mines
and Alluvial Workings

Peter the Great (Right Hand
Branch) Mine, Dam and
Alluvial Workings

Peter the Great (Left Hand
Branch) Alluvial Workings

Blue Jacket Reef (White
Jacket Gully) Mine and
Alluvial Workings

Location

Eaglehawk-Neilborough Road EAGLEHAWK NORTH, GREATER BENDIGO CITY

Municipality

GREATER BENDIGO CITY

Level of significance

Included in Heritage Overlay

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO412

Heritage Listing

Greater Bendigo City

Statement of Significance

Last updated on -

[Peter the Great Gully (right hand branch)]



The site has a representative sample of shallow alluvial and reef workings (criterion C). It contains what is
probably the oldest mining dam in the Bendigo region and an early, relatively intact and representative area of
shallow alluvial workings which has potential for education and interpretation (criterion A and criterion D).

[Peter the Great Gully (left hand branch)]

The site has potential for education and interpretation as it contains a sequence of uses or functions over time
from well-defined shallow alluvial sinkings and puddling to ground sluicing (criterion C and criterion D).

[Blue Jacket Reef]

The site is representative of small-scale shallow alluvial and reef workings to be found in the Whipstick area
(criterion D).

Heritage
Study/Consultant

Greater Bendigo - Marong Heritage Study 1999, Andrew Ward and Associates,
1999; 

Construction dates 1856,  1850,  1864, 

Hermes Number 198809

Property Number

Physical Description 1

[Peter the Great Gully (right hand branch)]

Towards the head of the gully there is a shallow dam which still retains water. The nearby puddling machine site
has almost vanished, but in the gully downstream from the dam there is a band of shallow alluvial workings.
Further upstream, at the junction of Peter the Great and Blue Jacket gullies, are twelve small mullock heaps,
partially bulldozed to fill the shafts of some shallow reef workings. The largest of the heaps has a radius of 20
metres and stands 5 metres high. There are no machinery footings associated with this heap.

[Peter the Great Gully (left hand branch)]

Puddling machine No. 1

On the south side of a track leading generally west and about 300 metres from Neilborough Road is an outline of
a puddling machine. The inner mound of this machine is still visible, but has weathered badly, partly filling the
puddling trench. There is no sign of the wooden pivot post.

Puddling machine No. 2

This is located about 100 metres south of Puddling machine No.1. The puddling machine's outline is very
weathered and has a large tree growing from it.

Puddling machine No. 3

This is located 10 metres east of Puddling machine No. 2. Half of the puddling machine's outline has been
sluiced away. What survives is very weathered. Upstream from the puddling machine site a low earthen
embankment has been placed across the gully. The dam's outlet channel has been repaired with concrete.

Puddling machine No 4



This is located 300 metres north of Puddling machine No.1, behind and to the west of private land. The inner
mound of the puddling machine has been quarried, leaving only the outer mound to mark the site. The puddling
machine site has a large tree growing on it and is associated with a small dam.

Alluvial workings

The western side of the right branch of the gully at a point just downstream from Puddling Machine No.1 and as
far as its junction with the main gully has been extensively sluiced hydraulically to bedrock. Downstream (south
and east) of Puddling machine No 3, is a patch of shallow alluvial holes which have been sunk through a half-
metre surface layer of compacted cemented gravels. There are some 40 holes visible, covering an area 70 by 30
metres. The shape of the holes range from circular to rectangular in shape. Most of the holes have silted up. The
gully is relatively undisturbed.

[Blue Jacket Reef]

About 100 metres east of Whipstick Road and close to the Raywood Channel, there is a puddling machine. The
inner mound of the puddling machine has been quarried out, and only sections of the outer mound has escaped
being eroded away. About 100 metres further down the gully, and running across the gully in a roughly north-
south direction there is a line of shallow reef working on the northern extension of Blue Jacket Reef.

Physical Description 2

[Peter the Great Gully (right hand branch)]

The Blue Jacket Reef Mining Heritage Area is bounded on the west by Lennon Road between Prowse Road and
the junction of One Eye Gully and Opossum Gully, on the south by an eastern branch of One Eye Gully, on the
east by a line 75 metres east of the reef workings in one of the northern branches of One Eye Gully, extending
northwards to the reef workings in Blue Jacket Gully and then further north and east at the same distance along
Blue Jacket Gully and Peter the Great Gully to a cross track between the Eaglehawk-Neilborough Road and
Whipstick Road, on the north by this cross track, on the north west by a line 75 metres north west of Peter the
Great Gully and Mosquito Gully to a point on the line of Lennon Road extended.

[Peter the Great Gully (left hand branch)]

The site is situated at the head of the leftmost branch of Peter the Great Gully, extending 500 metres from north
to south and for 50 metres either side of the centre line of the gully.

[Blue Jacket Reef]

The site is bounded on the west by the Raywood Channel and extends for 75 metres north and south on either
side of the main line of the gully for a distance of 250 metres.

Physical Description 3

[Blue Jacket Reef]

The provenance of the puddling machine is unknown. There is no firm evidence of the existence of a dam in the
gully in the vicinity of the puddling machine, so it is possible that water for puddling was obtained from the
Raywood Channel, in which case the machine was not in use before 1886. The site is unusual in being upstream
from the reef workings, and therefore suggests that the alluvial and reef workings were unrelated.

The reef workings may be as early as 1865.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

