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Statement of Significance
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What is Significant?

The dwelling and fence of 927 Toorak Road, Camberwell is significant to the City of Boroondara as an interwar
dwelling constructed in 1925 for the Lum family.

How is it significant?

927 Toorak Road, Camberwell, is of historical, architectural and aesthetic significance to the City of Boroondara.



Why is it significant?

927 Toorak Road is historically significant as it demonstrates the growth and residential development of
Camberwell during the interwar period. (Criterion A)

927 Toorak Road is architecturally significant as an intact example of a transitional interwar bungalow that
successfully combines the characteristics of the earlier Federation Queen Anne with the later Californian
Bungalow style to produce an interesting interwar dwelling type. As an intact California Bungalow, the dwelling is
an example of the influence of aspects of American life and culture, mixed into the Australian context. (Criterion
D)

The building is aesthetically significant for its adoption and successful use of rocked-face concrete stonework,
unusual to Californian Bungalows within the municipality. (Criterion E)

Heritage Boroondara - Municipal-Wide Heritage Gap Study: Vol. 2 Camberwell, Context,
Study/Consultant 2018;
Hermes Number 202050

Property Number

Physical Description 1

The Californian Bungalow style dwelling is set back from the street, up the slope of the site, with a driveway
running along the eastern side of the block.

The roof is made up predominantly of gables, and is clad in concrete tiles. Prominent gables face south to the
street, east to the driveway and north to the rear of the site. Two distinct hip sections depart from the southern
gable to create a lower roof line over two separate verandah areas; one on the east and west side, and create an
alignment across the facade with the central gable. Exposed rafter ends and panelling can be seen in the deep
overhanging eaves. Brackets extend from the edge of the hipped roof and attach to the main gable. Timber
shingles adorn the front gables and tall and narrow vent details sit at the top of the southern gable. Two chimneys
are located on the northern side of the dwelling, each with simple capping details. These features contribute to a
picturesque effect.

The walls are constructed of clinker bricks and tuck pointed with black mortar. A curved bay window is located on
the principal facade and comprises timber sliding sash windows with a Japanese inspired flat roof of deep eaves
and exposed rafters. Rock-faced concrete blocks, also complemented by the black tuckpointing, piers support the
two side verandahs and a rock-face balustrade, with voids and coping stone, encloses the space with a curve.

The front boundary wall and vehicular gateway is also constructed out of the rock-faced concrete blocks matches
to that of the verandah walls. Two 'Halcyon' name plaques are attached to the main gateway piers, with a more
modern '927' sitting below the western side and a former number, ‘39", also remaining.

A steep concrete driveway runs from the gateway to the eastern side of the dwelling, which retains evidence of
the central lawn strip, typical of the era, now infilled.

Overall, the exterior of the dwelling appears to be in good condition, while the front boundary wall needs repair,
especially to the joints and the need to arrest the deterioration of the rock-faced concrete blocks. The property
has been extended out to the northwest, effectively infilling the rear veranda and extending out.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting ‘Heritage Victoria' as the place source.



For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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