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Location

Aitken Street and Ann Street and Cecil Street and Charles Street and Cole Street and Council Lane and Cropper
Place and Electra Street and Esplanade and Giffard Street and Hamner Street and Illawarra Street and Jackson
Street and Kanowna Street and Lyons



Municipality

HOBSONS BAY CITY

Level of significance

Included in Heritage Overlay

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO8

Heritage Listing

Hobsons Bay City

Statement of Significance

Last updated on -

What is Significant?

The Government Survey Heritage Precinct, which comprises all land included within HO8 and is generally
bounded by Ferguson Street, Nelson Place, Kanowna Street, Morris Street, Esplanade, Giffard Street and
Railway Place, Williamstown.

How is it Significant?

The Government Survey Heritage Precinct is of local historic, social and aesthetic significance to the City of
Hobsons Bay.

Why is it Significant?

Historically, the Government Survey precinct demonstrates the most important and prosperous phase in the
development of Williamstown from the mid nineteenth to early twentieth centuries, which was directly associated
with the development of the port and later influenced by the development of railways and associated industries.
The early settlement of Williamstown and its importance as a port and defence facility also contributes to a
broader understanding of the history of Victoria.

Socially, the Government Survey is important for its ability to assist in understanding and interpreting the life style
of this isolated and close-knit community during the nineteenth century.

Aesthetically, while there are examples of unrelated postwar development within the precinct, as a whole it
retains remarkably intact and cohesive groups of nineteenth and early twentieth century buildings that are an
integral part of the special character of early Williamstown. Key elements include:

- The distinctive street layout based on a series of intersecting grids, which illustrates prevailing attitudes towards
town planning in the nineteenth century.

- Unusual or rare early building styles and types such as the basalt houses and the timber duplex houses with no
dividing wall that are characteristic of this part of Williamstown but less common elsewhere in the metropolitan
area.

- The major nineteenth century community and civic buildings, many designed by noted Melbourne architects,
both individually and in key groups - notably in Electra Street and the former Market Reserve.

- The unifying effect throughout the precinct of groups of predominantly Victorian and Edwardian era houses with
common or similar characteristics of design, siting and scale that creates cohesive and homogeneous



streetscapes. Many are externally intact and others, although altered, still retain their distinctive form and siting
and hence contribute to the precinct.

- The basic nineteenth century or early street construction and the remnant mature exotic street planting found in
some streets that combines with exotic planting in private gardens to reinforce and enhance the period
expression of the precinct.

Not all of these elements are found in all streets within the precinct. As a consequence, there are a number of
distinctive sub-precincts, which include Cecil Street, Electra Street, Esplanade, Hanmer Street, Nelson Place,
Osborne Street, Pasco Street and Verdon Street that have individual citations in this Study. There is also an
individual citation for Ferguson Street, which forms the northern boundary of the precinct.

On this basis, the following properties and other elements contribute to the significance of the precinct (Note: All
streets numbers are inclusive):

§ Aitken Street (odd) 23-25, 43, 69, 81-83, 87, 153-159 and 163-171 (even) 64, 66, 118-120, 122 and 160.

§ Ann Street (odd) 17, 31, 33 and 43-49 (even) 22-40 and 46.

§ Cecil Street (odd) 13, 23-47, 53, 55, 61-69, 85-89, 97, 103, 105-123, 127, 129, 133-145, 155, 173, 185 (even)
12-14, 20, 22, 26-30, 34, 46-50, 56, 58, 82, 86, 116, 120, 132-140, 146, 150-154, 156-160, 174 and 180-182
(Note: Cecil Street is within the Cecil Street Heritage Precinct (HO1).

§ Charles Street (odd) 3, 5, 9, 11 and 15-19 (even) 6-20.

§ Cole Street (odd) 1, 3, 11-13, 51, 73-77, 83 and 107-113 (even) 52, 56-66, 80-92, 96 and 100 and Cole Street
railway bridge (Note: Nos 1 and 3 Cole Street are located within the Nelson Place Heritage Precinct (HO21)).

§ Electra Street (odd) 3, 5, 9-17, 21-25, 41, 51, 55-57 and 65 (even) 2, 6, 8-12, 16, 22, 26-36, 44-48 and 52-70
(Note: Electra Street is located within the Electra Street Heritage Precinct (HO4).

§ Esplanade 4, 5, 5A, 7, 9-14 and 16-20, 23 (Note: Properties west of Giffard Street are located within the
Williamstown Beach Heritage Precinct (HO34) and the Hannan's Farm Heritage Precinct (HO13)).

§ Ferguson Street (odd only) 21, 43-45, 49, 51, 55-59, 75, 77, 91-95, 107, 145 and 147-171 and 185 (Refer to
Ferguson Street Civic & Commercial Heritage Precinct (HO7)) (Note: No 147 is located in the Verdon Street
Heritage Precinct (HO32).

§ Giffard Street (odd) 13-23, 31, 41-43, 49, 59, 61 and 67 (even) 20 and 24-38.

§ Hanmer Street (odd) 67, 77, 81-93, 97 and 119-129 (even) 6-14, 18, 20, 22, 26, 38, 40, 42, 46 64-68, 84, 86
and 90 and the adjacent Williamstown Railway Station complex (Note: Hamner Street is located within the
Hanmer Street Heritage Precinct (HO12)).

§ Illawarra Street (odd) 31-41 (even) 12, 16, 18, 20-22, 24, 26, 28, 32-42, 44, 46 and 50

§ Kanowna Street 14 and 38-52.

§ Lyons Street (odd) 27 (even) 2, 6-10, 14, 16, 24-28, 34, 36.

§ Melbourne Road (odd) 5-9, 15-27, 33, 37, 53-61, 69, 75, 77, 83, 89 and 91 and (even) 12.

§ Morris Street 54, 56-58 and 64-68.

§ Nelson Place (odd) 1, 55-57, 85, 123-219, 223-231, 255-57 and 263 (even) 128 and 132 (Note: Nos (odd) 125-
219 (even) 128 are located within the Nelson Place Heritage Precinct (HO21)).

§ Osborne Street (odd) 5-11, 17-23, 33-43, 49, 53-57, 63, 67-75, 83-85, 93 and 95 (even) 2, 6-14, 18, 24, 26, 32-
44, 48-56, 64, 78 (Note: Properties west of Giffard Street are within the Williamstown Beach Heritage Precinct
(HO34)).

§ Parker Street (odd) 1, 71-73, 77 and 81-87 (even) 8-12, 28-32, 50, 52, 60-67, 71-76 and 80-84 (Note: No 1
Parker Street in located within the Nelson Place Heritage Precinct (HO21)).



§ Pasco Street (odd) 15-19, 21, 25-31, 47, 57-61, 69 and 83-93 (even) 4-16, 22-32, 50-56, 62, 64 and 70-76
(Note: Pasco Street is located within the Pasco Street Heritage Precinct (HO24).

§ Perry Street (odd) 3-9 (even) 4-8, 20 and 24-32.

§ Railway Crescent (odd and even) 17-32 (Note: Railway Crescent west of Giffard Street is within the
Williamstown Beach Heritage Precinct (HO34).

§ Railway Place (odd and even) 13, 16, 18, 19, 21, 26-29, 32-40, 43-46, 48, 49, 51, 52, 59, 60, 73, 76, 77, 83, 85,
87, 90-91, 93, 94, 97, 100, 107, 112, 113 and 119.

§ Railway Terrace (odd and even) 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 11-15 and 16.

§ Smith Street 2 and 4.

§ Thompson Street (odd) 13, 15, 17, 19-27, 39-41, 47, 57, 61, 65, 67, 73-75, 77, 87, 89, 93, 97, 103, 113-115
and 123 (even) 4, 8, 10, 14 (trees only), 66-68, 72-76, 80-88, 92-94, 96, 102, 106 and 112-118.

§ Twyford Street (odd) 25, 27, 29, 31, 33-35, 37-39, 41, 63-67 and 73-81 (even) 2, 6, 10, 14, 16, 18, 28, 32, 34,
36, 40, 46-48, 50, 54, 56, 60-70 and 74.

§ Verdon Street (odd) 1, 3, 7-21, 29, 47A, 55-59, 69-77, 79 (Street tree only), 87, 91,93 and 95 (even) 2, 6-16,
40, 48, 50, 66, 70-78, 84, 88-92, 96 and 106-108 (Note: Verdon Street is located within the Verdon Street
Heritage Precinct (HO32).

§ Early street and laneway construction and layout and mature street trees throughout the precinct.

Please note that some heritage places within this precinct may also have an individual citation in this Study.

1 Cole Street and 27-29 Pasco Street are not the original buildings - reconstruction has occurred in accordance
with the ICOMOS Burra Charter.

Heritage Study/Consultant Hobsons Bay - Hobsons Bay Heritage Study, Hobsons Bay City Council, 2006; 

Construction dates 1837, 

Hermes Number 22437

Property Number

Physical Description 1

For the purposes of this Study this precinct includes the original Government Survey of Williamstown, which was
carried out between 1837 and 1855 based on the original survey by Hoddle. It includes all the streets generally
bounded by Ferguson Street, Nelson Place and what is now Kanowna Street to the north of the railway line, and
all the streets generally to the east of the Botanic Gardens and otherwise bounded by Morris Street and the
Esplanade to the south of the railway line.

The precinct contains common elements that illustrate both the 'planned' and unplanned elements of the early
development of Williamstown. The 'planned' elements, which illustrate the influence of nineteenth century
planning include:

- The subdivision pattern that was based upon a series of intersecting grids, which followed the original survey
layout established by Robert Hoddle. The layout of the grids was influenced by the physical location on a



peninsula as well as the route of the Melbourne-Williamstown railway.

The main streets, which were mostly laid out at the same width (11/2 chains or 99 feet) recommended by Hoddle
for the main streets of Melbourne. The original section laid out by Hoddle in 1837 also included one service street
of 1/2 chain width or 33 feet, in the same manner as the 'little' streets of Melbourne.

- The reserves for civic and public buildings such as the Mechanics Institute, the major churches and the
Williamstown Primary School.

- Large areas of public open space such as Commonwealth Reserve, the Market Reserve and the Lyons Street
Reserve.

- The large areas of land on the Point Gellibrand foreshore set aside for government purposes relating to the port
and defence.

- The Melbourne - Williamstown railway reserve and the site of the former railway workshops.

- The early street formations in the wide streets utilising basalt kerb and channel, unmade road verges often
planted with exotic trees, and a macadamised (now asphalted) roadway in the middle.

The 'unplanned' elements include:

- The commercial buildings, particularly hotels, interspersed throughout the precinct, and particularly in proximity
to the port.

- The later private subdivisions, which created a series of minor streets and lanes.

- The generally uniform scale (predominantly single storey), siting (detached), and construction (predominantly
timber with hipped roof) of residential buildings, which provide a unifying element throughout the precinct. The
precinct is predominantly Victorian in character, although there are small pockets of Edwardian and interwar
development. Few front fences are original, but most are low and and many are in a related reproduction period
style such as timber pickets.

- The homogenous nineteenth century character of the Nelson Place commercial area.

The early date of development means that the area contains some unusual or rare early building styles and types
such as the basalt houses, and the timber duplex houses with no dividing wall that are characteristic of this part
of Williamstown but less common elsewhere in the metropolitan area.

More specific descriptions of the following sub-precincts within this area may be found elsewhere in this Study:

- Cecil Street

- Electra Street

- Esplanade Residential

- Esplanade Foreshore

- Ferguson Street

- Hanmer Street

- Nelson Place

- Osborne Street

- Pasco Street

- Point Gellibrand

- Verdon Street



Integrity

Integrity

Unrelated postwar development disrupts the complete expression of the Government precinct as a whole,
however, it still retains significant areas that are relatively intact in terms of pre-WW2 fabric.

Usage/Former Usage

Context

The Government Survey is one of five broadly defined historic precincts within Williamstown. The others are:

- Private Survey precinct, which includes the areas generally to the north of Ferguson Street and east of the
Williamstown Railway line.

- The Hannan's Farm (Ramsgate Estate) and Williamstown Beach precincts, which includes the areas south of
the railway line and west of the Botanic Gardens.

- The Port of Williamstown.

Point Gellibrand.

Historical Australian Themes

Principal Australian Historical Theme(s)

Making Suburbs

Physical Description 2

Associations

Victorian Colonial Government, City of Williamstown, Various others - refer to individual citations.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

