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ROCKLANDS ROAD FORD

Location

Rocklands Road BALMORAL, Southern Grampians Shire

Municipality

SOUTHERN GRAMPIANS SHIRE

Level of significance

Stage 2 study complete

Heritage Listing

Southern Grampians Shire

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - August 17, 2003

What is significant?
The Rocklands Road ford is located across the Glenelg River below the Woodlands Homestead, on what was
previously the main road between Adelaide and Melbourne, via Horsham. It is a low wall which has been
constructed with masonry, and several wooden posts with metal cabling stretched through them to provide a
guide across the river when it is in flood. The ford has been used since the late 1830s or early 1840s, and was
often used by the 'Overlanders' travelling between Melbourne and Adelaide. The ford has close associations with
the nearby homestead Woodlands, and the earlier trading station started by Thomas Heape. The Ford is in fair
condition, and retains a fair degree of integrity.

How is it significant?
The Rocklands Road Ford across the Glenelg River is of historic significance to the township of Balmoral and the
Southern Grampians Shire.

Why is it significant?
The Rocklands Road Ford across the Glenelg River on what was previously the main Adelaide-Melbourne Road
is of historical significance for its associations with a number of important periods in the history of Balmoral and
Victoria. The ford was used by the Overlanders between Adelaide and Melbourne in the earliest times of Victorian
Pioneer exploration, and continued to be used by the people of Balmoral and surrounding areas until the 1940s
when the current road bridge was built. It is of further significance for its associations with nearby Woodlands
woolscour and homestead, and the Wood family. It is of further historical importance as it demonstrates a way of
life and a mode of transport which no longer exists. The ford has been responsible for many events which are
considered to be important and have been recorded in the folklore of Balmoral, such as the near death of Mr.
Sharkey and James Cuzens at the ford in the 1880s and a number of 'incidents' which have occurred at the Ford
in the past 160 years. It also represents the social pressures which were exerted on the local government of the



day to improve road and transport in the district.

Heritage
Study/Consultant

Southern Grampians - Southern Grampians Shire Heritage Study, Timothy Hubbard
P/L, Annabel Neylon, 2002; 

Construction dates 1840, 

Other Names WOODLANDS FORD,  

Hermes Number 23258

Property Number

Physical Conditions

poor

Physical Description 1

A shallow wall across the Glenelg River which dams the water to form a dam and footpath. Wooden Posts mark
the wall, and a steel cable is strung through the posts to form a hand rail or guide. The dam is clogged with water
weeds.

Historical Australian Themes

3. Developing local, regional and national economies
3.8 Moving goods and people
3.8.4 Making economic use of inland waterways
3.8.5 Moving goods and people on land
3.11 Altering the Environment
3.1.11 Regulating waterways
3.11.5 Establishing water supplies

Theme 4: Building settlements, towns and cities
Supplying urban services (power, transport, fire prevention, roads, water, light and sewerage)

Integrity

Fair degree of integrity, although much altered

Physical Description 3

Glenelg River

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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