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Lyndhurst

24251 Lyndhurst

Location

4 McIntyre St HAMILTON, Southern Grampians Shire

Municipality

SOUTHERN GRAMPIANS SHIRE

Level of significance

Stage 2 study complete

Heritage Listing

Southern Grampians Shire

Statement of Significance

Last updated on -

Designed by Frank Hammond for S H Palmer, this is one of the most distinctive houses architecturally in
Hamilton. Although part of the garden has been sold and built on much remains of it which adds to the
significance of the site overall.

One of the most distinguished houses in Hamilton, Lyndhurst is of regional significance for its fine classical
architecture, the rather Mannerist detailing of which betrays its late nineteenth century, early twentieth century
date. Historically it is significant as the home of Saxon H Palmer (1864-1952), the prominent Hamilton solicitor.
([1]) Palmer was the son of A H Palmer, one of the town's earliest solicitors. For over twenty years, from 1938 to
1959, Lyndhurst was owned by Mrs Martha Brake. ([2]) The Tower House, as it is sometimes known, was
designed in 1901 by the local architect, engineer and town clerk, Frank Hammond. ([3]) He certainly was
versatile. Hammond probably designed several other houses in Hamilton at this time and, as the Worshipful



Brother Hammond, he designed the Masonic Temple in Lonsdale Street and surprisingly the extension to St
Mary's Catholic Church as well as extensions to the Mechanics Institute in Gray Street.

Lyndhurst's gardens, now eroded by subdivision, were once much larger but are still of interest. ([4]) The house is
all the more significant because it is so intact and because it remains unpainted. With its tower, Lynhurst is a
landmark and marks the edge of the Church Hill area.

This is the most intact of Edwardian garden forms in the Church Hill area. The garden, although much reduced in
size and in a "run down" state consists of gravel paths with shrub beds bordered by Buxus sempervirens, English
Box. It shows the typical Edwardian fashion for dark foliaged plants and for palms. This garden is of regional
significance for its original form.

[1] Hamilton Rate Book, 1902 No 343 and Garden, D, Hamilton, pp 90, 129, 172.

[2] Hamilton Rate Books and Garden, p 121-2. Martha may have been the widow of James Brake who took over
Thomsons' Iron Store in Gray Street.

[3] BEMJ, 31/8/1901, sp 6, "Tender accepted for the erection of brick villa for S H Palmer, Esq, Hamilton".

[4] The rate books indicate an extensive garden.

Heritage
Study/Consultant

Southern Grampians - City of Hamilton Conservation Study, Timothy Hubbard with
Carlotta Kellaway &amp; Michael Looker (plus Francis Punch), 1991; 

Construction dates 1901,  1902, 

Architect/Designer Hammond, Frank, 

Hermes Number 24251

Property Number

Physical Description 1

MATERIALS:

Roof: »slate ? & corr'ed iron

Walls: »cement render

Dressings: »cement render

Plinth: »

Windows: »timber dhs & casement

Paving: »gravel

Other:

NOTABLE FEATURES:»pressed cement acroteria & other details

Integrity

INTEGRITY: E



Physical Conditions

CONDITION: G

Historical Australian Themes

Evolution of the Town: 1900s

Horticulture: Private gardens

Tertiary Industry: Legal profession

Role of Women: Property ownership

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

