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Office of Francis Punch, architect

26547 Office of Francis
Punch, architect

Location

73 Gray St HAMILTON, Southern Grampians Shire

Municipality

SOUTHERN GRAMPIANS SHIRE

Level of significance

Stage 2 study complete

Heritage Listing

Southern Grampians Shire

Statement of Significance

Last updated on -

SIGNIFICANCE: Probably always a commercial office rather than a shop, the recent restoration has highlighted
the building's features.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Office of Francis Punch, architect
73 Gray Street



This building has local significance for its architectural interest as a Victorian building with Edwardian alterations
and for its historical associations with Isaac Routledge (1823-1902), listed in the Hamilton Rate Books as a
bootmaker ([i]) and in his obituary as a hotel keeper and a director of the Hamilton Gas Company formed in 1877
with the journalist, G H Mott, as chairman. ([ii]) Another former Hamilton bootmaker, Henry Cooke (c1819-1882),
later held a licence for the Racecourse Hotel. ([iii]) A building on crown allotment 12, the site of 73 Gray Street,
was rated first in 1872 as a shop owned by W J Gaffney, publican, and occupied by Isaac Routledge, bootmaker.
([iv]) The year before the site was rated as a building site. ([v]) Routledge became the owner/occupier in 1877
and remained there until his death in 1902. ([vi]) The property remained in the hands of the Routledge family,
bootmakers, and in 1904 was owned and occupied by A A Routledge, bootmaker. In 1910 it was owned by
Routledge and occupied by Frank and Fred Williams, bootmakers. ([vii]) Routledge also owned a substantial
house built in 1890 on land on the corner of Ballarat Road and George Street, purchased in 1888, known first as
Rokeby and later as Booriyalloak. ([viii])

The building has been extended at the rear and possibly renovated some few years after its construction when it
changed hands after Routledge's death in 1902. The Art Nouveau pressed metal is relatively rare in Hamilton. It
is significantly intact and in excellent condition.

[i] Hamilton Rate Book 1872, No. 152.

[ii] Garden, Don, Hamilton, p 97; Hamilton Spectator, 29 April 1902 (obituary).

[iii] Garden, p 35.

[iv] See Footnote 1.

[v] Hamilton Rate Book 1871, No. 164.

[vi] Ibid., 1877, No. 164.

[vii] Ibid, 1904, No. 236; 1910, No. 214.

[viii] Ibid., 1890, No. 824.

Heritage
Study/Consultant

Southern Grampians - City of Hamilton Conservation Study, Timothy Hubbard with
Carlotta Kellaway &amp; Michael Looker (plus Francis Punch), 1991; 

Construction dates 1872,  1902, 

Hermes Number 26547

Property Number

Physical Description 1

MATERIALS:

Roof: corrugated iron
Walls: tuckpointed brick
Dressings: cement render
Plinth: cement render
Windows: aluminium
Paving:
Other: pressed metal



NOTABLE FEATURES:Pressed metal parapet and Art Nouveau details in parapet piers.

Historical Australian Themes

ASSOCIATED HISTORIC THEMES
Evolution of the Town: 1870s, 1900s
Ballarat Tertiary Industry: Bootmakers

Integrity

Integrity: G

Physical Conditions

Conditions: G

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

