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HO95 - Former Robinsons House Tank

Former House Tank

Location

122-142 the Bullock Track MELTON WEST, Melton Shire

Municipality

MELTON CITY

Level of significance

Included in Heritage Overlay

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO95

Heritage Listing

Melton City

Statement of Significance

Last updated on -

The underground tank at 122-142 The Bullock Track, Melton West is significant as a rare surviving relic of the
pockets of small farms that established in Melton West from the time of Crown land sales in the 1850s, as a
vestige of the domestic water management that was particularly important on the dry Melton Plains, and for its
association with the Robinson family.

The underground tank at 122-142 The Bullock Track, Melton West is historically significant at a LOCAL level
(AHC A4, B2, H1). It and another similar underground tank nearby constitute the only substantial physical



evidence of the pockets of farming that established in the West Melton area from the mid nineteenth century. It
demonstrates the early provision of domestic water supply, a water storage practice no longer in use, and the
critical importance of water management in the dry Melton Plains district. Its final destruction by bushfire is also
indicative of a major theme in the Shire's history.

It is also historically significant for its association with three generations of the Robinson family, which was
prominent in the history of the Shire of Melton, and after whom a major road is named. The family is credited with
developing commercial hay farming on the Melton Plains, previously thought too dry for such, in the late
nineteenth century. The family thus pioneered a major twentieth century Melton rural industry, and paved the way
for Melton's nationally famous chaff production. The Robinson Brothers also played a leading role in the local
chaff milling industry through their ownership of chaff mills at Diggers Rest and Melton South. The family has also
been prominent in civic affairs, a member of the family being a Shire Councillor for most of the twentieth century.
GE Robinson's family donated the President's Seat - the carved chair used by Melton Shire Presidents since
1966.

The underground tank at 122-142 The Bullock Track , Melton West is scientifically significant at a LOCAL level
(AHC C2). It has the potential, with other tanks, to contribute to an understanding of the evolution of tank
construction, water management, and domestic lifestyles in the dry Melton Plains area.

Overall, the underground tank at 122-142 The Bullock Track, Melton West is of LOCAL significance.

Heritage
Study/Consultant

Melton - Shire of Melton Heritage Study phase 2, David Maloney, David Rowe,
Pamela Jellie, Sera Jane Peters, 2007; 

Construction dates 1888, 

Other Names 122-142 The Bullock Track, Melton West,  

Hermes Number 30214

Property Number

Historical Australian Themes

Melton Historical Themes: 'Farming', 'Water', 'Community'

Physical Description 1

Physical Description -

The underground tank is situated at 122-142 The Bullock Track , on the north side. It is situated where the road
bends slightly south, meaning that the tank is directly in front of vehicles travelling west along The Bullock Track,
and is thus one of the most prominent underground tank in the Shire.

Although commonly called 'wells', such structures are almost always underground tanks, or cisterns, used to
store water run off from the roofs of a nearby house or farm outbuildings. The water in this tank came from the
original stone and brick building that was situated just to its north. The place comprises a concrete dome with
concrete lid, over a brick tank, with a concrete render. This is a typical type of underground tank in the Shire,
probably dating from the late nineteenth or early twentieth century. Unusually, it had no hand or powered pump:
the cold water was pulled up in a bucket tied to a rope. Currently it is overgrown with a flowering prostrate plant,
and wild grass. A cast horses head placed on top of the tank gives it a certain prominence, but detracts a little
from its integrity. Its segmental dome is consistent with it having been constructed in the late nineteenth century.



Integrity

Integrity - Substantially Intact.

Physical Conditions

Physical Condition - Appears Fair from the road.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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