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Location

Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road GARFIELD, Cardinia Shire

Municipality

CARDINIA SHIRE

Level of significance

Included in Heritage Overlay

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO85

Heritage Listing

Cardinia Shire

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - June 2, 2020

What is significant?

The Garfield commercial precinct at 33-101 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road, Garfield along the south side of the
road, is associated with Garfield's 1920s boom era. Following completion of the Koo-Wee-Rup Swamp drainage
scheme in the first decade of the twentieth century, Garfield became a prosperous farming and orcharding
district, coupled with the growth of an associated shopping and business centre related to improved transport (rail



and road), communications, power and water supplies. This development reached its peak during the 1920s.The
present commercial precinct along the Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road retains a character that reflects the 1920s
boom era. This character is created by individually significant places already on the Heritage Overlay:

- 41 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - 1920s J & ME Lowndes bakery & residence (HO86)

- 51 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Garfield Picture Theatre (HO87), opened in 1924

-79 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road

- ANZ Bank (HO88), built in 1925

Other places within the precinct that contribute to its significant 1920s character are:

- 33 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Post Office (new)

- 37-39 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Garfield Automotive and Charity Shop, with mature fruit trees in the rear
garden (citrus and stone fruit) (new)

- 55 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road

- Shop- 57-59 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Shops

- 61 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Shops

- 69 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Garfield Milk Bar

- 71 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Shop

- 73-75 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Pizza

- 77 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road- Garfield Newsagency

- 81-83 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Shop

- 87 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Pharmacy

- 89 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Country Style Meats

- 95 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Iona Hotel

- 101 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Cottage

- Garfield War Memorial - opposite 77 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road

Non-contributory places in the precinct are: 35, 47, 53, 85, 89-93, 97 and 103 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road.

How is it significant?

The Garfield commercial precinct has local historic and aesthetic significance to Cardinia Shire.

Why is it significant?

Historically, the Garfield commercial precinct has significance for the tangible evidence the surviving c.1920s
buildings provide of the development of the Garfield area from the 1920s, which in turn was a result of more
intense settlement of the farming districts around the town. (RNE criterion A.4) The character of the precinct and
its location and relationship to the railway, which are indicative of its origins, also have historic and aesthetic
significance as a relatively rare substantially intact township with a largely consistent 1920s character. The
character of the precinct is most strongly evidenced by the large buildings such as the former ES&A Bank, the
Iona Hotel and the former Garfield Picture Theatre, the sole surviving picture theatre in the shire as Pakenham's
Kings Picture Theatre has been demolished. Evidence of the precinct's significance is also provided by the
remaining bakery and residence and the Garfield War Memorial. (RNE criteria A.4, E.1 & F.1)



Historically, the Post Office at 33 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road and the garage with garden at 37 Nar Nar
Goon-Longwarry Road contribute to the significance of the precinct. The Post Office and garage provide
evidence of town services developed to serve the expanded community.

Heritage
Study/Consultant

Cardinia - Cardinia Shire Heritage Study 1996, Graeme Butler &amp; Associates,
1996;  Cardinia - Cardinia Local Heritage Study Review, Context P/L, 2007; 

Construction dates 1920, 

Other Names Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road, Garfield,  

Hermes Number 30417

Property Number

Physical Description 1

Content:

* Garfield War Memorial, Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Garfield Picture Theatre, 51 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* J & ME Lowndes bakery & residence, 41 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Butcher, 55 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Fleecy Fabric; Wool & Craft, 57-59 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Glenise Gifts.., 61- Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Garfield Milk Bar, 69 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Videos, 71 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Pizza, 73-75 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Garfield Newsagency, 77 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* ANZ Bank, 79 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Shop, 81-83, Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road
* Shop 87 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Country Style Meats, 89 ?, Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* Store, rear L&J Motors, 101-103, Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

* 105 Nar Nar Goon Longwarry Road

This precinct is a combination of brick and stucco commercial mainly one storey buildings from the period c1920-
30 with major structures including the picture theatre and hotel. The strip faces the railway reserve and tree
planting on the reserve.

Physical Conditions



Most of the elements in this streetscape are in externally near original (see individual entries).

Historical Australian Themes

Historical Theme

8.4 Railway townships, e.g. Tynong, Pakenham

Physical Description 2

The Garfield Commercial precinct comprises predominantly brick and stucco commercial buildings from the
town's boom period c.1920-30. Most of the buildings are single storey. Notable exceptions are the Garfield
Picture Theatre (HO87) and the ANZ Bank (HO88).

The precinct is situated along the south side of Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road facing the railway reserve. As at
Bunyip, the Garfield commercial strip is one-sided and faces the train line, being indicative of its origins.

The railway reserve on the north side of the road (between the road and railway) has been recently landscaped,
as well as containing a grove of mature and self-sown oak trees (Quercus sp.). The Garfield War Memorial is
located opposite 77 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road.

The present commercial precinct along the Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road retains a character that reflects the
1920s boom era. This character is created by individually significant places already on the Heritage Overlay:

- 41 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - 1920s J & ME Lowndes bakery & residence (HO86)

- 51 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Garfield Picture Theatre (HO87), opened in 1924

- 79 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road -ANZ Bank (HO88), built in 1925

Other places within the precinct that reflect the town's boom period are:

- 33 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Post Office

- 37-39 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Garfield Automotive and Charity Shop, with mature fruit trees in the rear
garden (citrus and stone fruit)

- 41 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - J & ME Lowndes bakery & residence (HO86)

- 55 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Shop- 57-59 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Shops

- 61 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Shops

- 69 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Garfield Milk Bar

- 71 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Shop

- 73-75 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Pizza

- 77 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Garfield Newsagency

- 81-83 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Shop

- 87 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Pharmacy

- 89 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Country Style Meats

- 95 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Iona Hotel



- 101 Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road - Cottage

Elements of historic interest, but of which no fabric remains, include the former police residence at 31 Nar Nar
Goon-Longwarry Road and the adjacent site (No. 29a) where the police station was formerly located, from at
least c.1957 (local resident, pers. comm. 2008). The house at No. 31 has been altered, and new town houses
constructed on the adjacent former police lock up site at No. 29a Nar Nar Goon-Longwarry Road.

Non-contributory places in the precinct are: 35, 47, 53, 85, 89-93, 97, 99 and 103 Nar Nar Goon-Longwary Road.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

