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COLONIAL BANK OF AUSTRALASIA (FORMER)

Former Colonial Bank of Former CBA, 60 Ridgway Former CBA, 60 Ridgway
Australasia

Location

60 RIDGWAY, MIRBOO NORTH, SOUTH GIPPSLAND SHIRE

Municipality
SOUTH GIPPSLAND SHIRE

Level of significance

Included in Heritage Overlay

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO152

Heritage Listing
South Gippsland Shire

Statement of Significance
Last updated on -

What is significant?

The former Colonial Bank of Australasia, designed by John Beswicke and constructed by J. Hall in 1907, at 60
Ridgway, Mirboo North is significant. It is a late Victorian timber commercial building with a front traverse hipped
roof concealed behind a classical facade. The facade is essentially flat and symmetrical with the entry doors in
slightly projecting bays on either side of a central panel containing four double hung windows. The composition is
capped by a cornice and blocking course in which the present sign is located. Hopper highlight sashes and



triangular pediments surmount the paneled entry doors, one to the banking chamber and the other to the
residence, but the segmental pediments from above the windows have been removed.

Non-original alterations and additions to the building are not significant.

How is it significant?
The former Colonial Bank of Australasia is of local historic, architectural and aesthetic significance to South
Gippsland Shire.

Why is it significant?

Historically, as the first permanent bank in Mirboo North, it is important for its ability to illustrate the important
phase of development in Mirboo North associated with the establishment of the Butter & Cheese Factory in 1904.
(Criterion A)

Aesthetically, it is a locally superior example of a late Victorian bank, which is notable for its classical design
detail expressed in timber, which is a landmark within Mirboo North. Architecturally, it is a notable example of the
use of timber construction, which utilises techniques that emulate the more desirable, but locally unavailable,
masonry construction for which this type of classical design was specifically intended. (Criteria D & E)

South Gippsland - Amendment C92 Heritage Review, David Helms Heritage Planning,
2014; South Gippsland - South Gippsland Heritage Study, David Helms with Trevor
Westmore, 2004;

Heritage
Study/Consultant

Construction dates 1907,

Architect/Designer Beswicke, John,
Other Names Old Colonial Bank of Antiques,
Hermes Number 30913

Property Number

Physical Description 1

The former Colonial Bank of Australasia at 60 Ridgway, Mirboo North is a late Victorian timber commercial
building with a front traverse hipped roof concealed behind a classical facade. The facade is essentially flat and
symmetrical with the entry doors in slightly projecting bays on either side of a central panel containing four double
hung windows. The composition is capped by a cornice and blocking course in which the present sign is located.
Hopper highlight sashes and triangular pediments surmount the paneled entry doors, one to the banking chamber
and the other to the residence, but the segmental pediments from above the windows have been removed.

The original balustrade to the parapet, which had pedestals surmounted by turned urns and a central semi-
circular pediment above the balustrade has unfortunately been removed.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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