
Victorian Heritage Database Report Report generated 02/12/25

ELTHAM COURT HOUSE

ELTHAM COURT HOUSE
SOHE 2008

1 eltham court house main
road eltham front entrance

eltham court house main road
eltham front corner elevation

H0784 H0784 plan

Location

730 MAIN ROAD ELTHAM, NILLUMBIK SHIRE

Municipality

NILLUMBIK SHIRE

Level of significance

Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H0784



Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO123

VHR Registration

August 20, 1982

Amendment to Registration

October 12, 1988

Heritage Listing

Victorian Heritage Register

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - January 25, 2000

1. The Eltham Court House dates from the time when the town was largely self-contained. It was initiated in
response to itinerant gold prospectors who turned to crime when their quest was unsuccessful. This type of
localised solution is characteristic of the self-reliance preserved in Eltham today. The court house is an important
symbol of the spirit which makes Eltham distinctive as a community.

2. The nature of the Court House planning and use of architectural devices make the building's function easily
interpreted. The arrangement of rooms, with public entry and clerical rooms to the rear, and the use of raised
floor levels throughout these spaces to signify relative rank is easily perceived. The distinction in entries, public,
magistrate and person-in-custody, and the existing court furniture enhances appreciation of this building.

3. The Eltham Court House, built in 1860, is one of only two intact examples in the state of this simple design with
projecting entry.

4. The building is of architectural significance because it retains intact early features. These include use of
handmade bricks, simple decoration, roof trusses, timber ceiling boards, original windows, doors and associated
hardware and a collection of court furniture. Additions to the court house have been done in a manner which did
not interfere with the fabric of the original building.

Permit Exemptions

General Exemptions:

General exemptions apply to all places and objects included in the Victorian Heritage Register (VHR). General
exemptions have been designed to allow everyday activities, maintenance and changes to your property, which
don’t harm its cultural heritage significance, to proceed without the need to obtain approvals under the Heritage
Act 2017.

Places of worship: In some circumstances, you can alter a place of worship to accommodate religious practices
without a permit, but you must notify the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria before you start the works or
activities at least 20 business days before the works or activities are to commence.

Subdivision/consolidation: Permit exemptions exist for some subdivisions and consolidations. If the subdivision or
consolidation is in accordance with a planning permit granted under Part 4 of the Planning and Environment Act

https://application-hub.app.planning.vic.gov.au/hv/createForm/EDNotificationHV


1987 and the application for the planning permit was referred to the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria as a
determining referral authority, a permit is not required.

Specific exemptions may also apply to your registered place or object. If applicable, these are listed below.
Specific exemptions are tailored to the conservation and management needs of an individual registered place or
object and set out works and activities that are exempt from the requirements of a permit. Specific exemptions
prevail if they conflict with general exemptions.

Find out more about heritage permit exemptions here.

Construction dates 1860, 

Architect/Designer Scurry, Alfred, 

Heritage Act Categories Registered place, 

Hermes Number 430

Property Number

Extent of Registration

AMENDMENT OF REGISTER OF HISTORIC BUILDINGS
Historic Building No. 784: Eltham Court House, Main Road, Eltham.
(The buildings and land shown hatched in Attachment A and known as Crown Allotment 1A, Section 4, Parish of
Nillumbick [sic]).
[Victoria Government Gazette No. G14 4 April 1990 p.1045]

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/permits-and-approvals/heritage-permit-exemptions
http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

