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RUBICON HYDRO-ELECTRIC SCHEME
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Location

580 RUBICON ROAD AND RUBICON ROAD AND TOLSHERS ROAD AND RUBICON RIVER ROAD AND
SNOBS NO.6 TRACK RUBICON, MURRINDINDI SHIRE

Municipality

MURRINDINDI SHIRE

Level of significance

Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number



H1187

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO17

VHR Registration

April 18, 1996

Heritage Listing

Victorian Heritage Register

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - May 7, 1999

What is significant?

The Rubicon Hydro Electric Scheme, commissioned in 1928, harnesses the power of the Rubicon and Royston
Rivers and comprises three small concrete dams, four power stations, racelines (aqueducts), pipelines (some still
in wood stave construction), siphons, tramways, trestle bridges and an inclined cable haulage, all set within an
extensive area of the Rubicon State Forest. The scheme has remained substantially intact for nearly seventy
years and, although it now contributes only approximately 0.02% of the state's electrical energy, it still functions
essentially as it did when it contributed nearly 20% in the ten years after its completion.

How is it significant?

The Rubicon Hydro-Electric Scheme is scientifically and historically important to the State of Victoria.

Why is it significant?

The Rubicon Hydro-Electric Scheme is of scientific (technological) and historical importance as the oldest hydro-
electric scheme contributing power to the state grid. As a stream-fed system (as opposed to an underground
system which uses the power of a large water storage dam) it is unique in Victoria and unusual in Australia for its
multiple power stations and its repeated use of the same water. Its system of remote control operation was also
very advanced for its era. The significance of the Rubicon scheme is increased by its continued use since 1928
essentially in the same form and with all its major components intact. The scheme played a vital part in providing
power for the development of Victorian industrial growth in the inter-war period.

[Source: Report to the Minister.]

Permit Exemptions

General Exemptions:

General exemptions apply to all places and objects included in the Victorian Heritage Register (VHR). General
exemptions have been designed to allow everyday activities, maintenance and changes to your property, which
don’t harm its cultural heritage significance, to proceed without the need to obtain approvals under the Heritage
Act 2017.

Places of worship: In some circumstances, you can alter a place of worship to accommodate religious practices
without a permit, but you must notify the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria before you start the works or

https://application-hub.app.planning.vic.gov.au/hv/createForm/EDNotificationHV


activities at least 20 business days before the works or activities are to commence.

Subdivision/consolidation: Permit exemptions exist for some subdivisions and consolidations. If the subdivision or
consolidation is in accordance with a planning permit granted under Part 4 of the Planning and Environment Act
1987 and the application for the planning permit was referred to the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria as a
determining referral authority, a permit is not required.

Specific exemptions may also apply to your registered place or object. If applicable, these are listed below.
Specific exemptions are tailored to the conservation and management needs of an individual registered place or
object and set out works and activities that are exempt from the requirements of a permit. Specific exemptions
prevail if they conflict with general exemptions.

Find out more about heritage permit exemptions here.

Specific Exemptions:

General Conditions:
1. All exempted alterations are to be planned and carried out in a manner which prevents damage to the fabric of
the registered place or object.
2. Should it become apparent during further inspection or the carrying out of alterations that original or previously
hidden or inaccessible details of the place or object are revealed which relate to the significance of the place or
object, then the exemption covering such alteration shall cease and the Executive Director shall be notified as
soon as possible.
3. If there is a conservation policy and plan approved by the Executive Director, all works shall be in accordance
with it.
4. Nothing in this declaration prevents the Executive Director from amending or rescinding all or any of the permit
exemptions.
5. Nothing in this declaration exempts owners or their agents from the responsibility to seek relevant planning or
building permits from the responsible authority where applicable.

No permits are required for the following classes of work:
* emergency and general maintenance repairs to all structures and equipment which do not involve demolition,
alteration or removal of significant fabric.
* installation of new equipment required for operational purposes where no
substantial removal of significant fabric is required.
* repairs to timber bridges which replace like with like.

CONDITIONS:

1.Exempt classes of works or activities are to be planned and carried out in a manner which prevents damage to
the registered place/object. However, if other previously hidden original or inaccessible details of the object or
place are uncovered, any works that may affect such items shall immediately cease. The Executive Director shall
be notified of the details immediately to enable Heritage Victoria representatives to isnpect and record the items,
and for discussion to take place on the possible retention of the items, or the issue of a modified approval.

2. Nothing in this Declaration prevents the Executive Director from amending or rescinding all or any of the permit
exempt alterations provided work has not commenced on the alteration.

THE ATTENTION OF THE APPLICANT AND/OR OWNER IS DRAWN TO THE NEED TO OBTAIN ALL OTHER
RELEVANT PERMITS PRIOR TO THE COMMENCEMENT OF WORKS.

ONGOING PERMIT EXEMPTIONS

NOTE: The additions to the permit conditions existing prior to this Declaration of 9 November 2012 are shown in
bold italic text below:

PERMIT EXEMTIONS

https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/permits-and-approvals/heritage-permit-exemptions


General
* Emergency and general maintenance repairs to all structures and equipment which do not involve
demolition, alteration or removal of significant fabric.
* Installation of new equipment required for operational purposes where no substantial removal of
significant fabric is required.
* Repairs to timber bridges which replace like with like.
* All repairs and maintenance are to maintain the original appearance of elements of primary significance with
retention of as much original fabric as practicable.
* Repair and/or replacement of damaged elements is to be with identical materials, where practicable, which does
not fundamentally change the appearance of the structure or component including repainting of previously
painted surfaces in the same colour.
* Works needed to comply with occupational health and safety requirements including provision of walkways,
handrails, kickrails and guardrails, personnel anchor points or restraint systems, eye wash facilities, automation
of valves and winches to reduce manual handling risks.
* Installation of new equipment required for operational purposes including lighting, communications and control
equipment such as antennae, transducers, remote control equipment and recording devices, etc in as discreet a
manner as possible to minimise the impact on the visual appearance of the structure and where no substantial
removal of fabric is required.
* Maintenance of access tracks to all power station sites including repairs to slips, drainage works, regrading and
resurfacing and extending tracks as required.
* Vegetation control around all buildings and structures.

Power Stations and Switchyards
* Maintenance of all major plant and equipment, including turbines, generators and electrical equipment, which
does not involve significant modifications to the original plant or equipment.
* Maintenance of High Voltage (HV) electrical equipment including controls and switchgear, which does not
involve complete replacement of the original equipment.
* Installation of replacement pumps, valves and other secondary plant items with similar equipment which does
not significantly alter the internal appearance of the power station.
* Installation of communications, control and protection equipment required for operational purposes in as
discreet a manner as possible to maintain the overall appearance of the structure.
* General building and structural repairs involving repairs or replacement with like components including
repainting of previously painted surfaces in the same colour.

Dams, Diversions, Racelines, Pipelines and Forebays
*Maintenance and repairs to concrete structures including patching, underpinning and repairs to damaged
components which do not involve significant changes to the appearance or fabric of the existing structures.
* Repairs to racelines where the concrete structure has been damaged by falling trees or land instability which
may include re-instatement of the concrete profile, replacement with pipes or a supported steel flume section
depending on the extent and location of the damage.
* Removal and relocation of the existing raceline tramway tracks where they inhibit safe access for all terrain
vehicles except at visible approaches to power stations, dams or other significant structures.
* Desilting of dams, diversions and hydraulic structures where no alteration to the existing fabric is involved.
* Installation of walkways, handrails, lifting equipment, anchor points and security fences around susceptible
structures.
* Installation of communications, control and protection equipment required for operational purposes in as
discreet a manner as possible to maintain the overall appearance of the structure.
* Installation of motorised driving mechanisms to existing river gates and valves to reduce manual handling risks
which do not require significant modification of the fabric.
* Maintenance of mechanical and hydraulic equipment such as valves, scour gates, pipelines which does not
require any substantial modification of significant fabric.
* Modifications to forebay litter screens to improve effectiveness including installation of additional screen
sections of similar appearance or replacement of damaged screens with similar components.
* Installation of automated screen cleaning equipment which do not require significant modification of the fabric.
* Maintenance of access tracks to all structures including repairs to slips, drainage works, regrading and
resurfacing and extending tracks as required.
* Vegetation control around all structures and tracks.



Timber Trestle Bridges and Wood stave Pipelines
* Repair or replacement of damaged timber components with like timbers. Installation of steel strapping or curved
rods (hoops) to provide additional support to timber staves where necessary.
* Vegetation control along pipeline alignment and around structures.
* Repairs to localised leaks by use of sealants and temporary pipe repair products.
* Maintenance of access tracks to structures including repairs to slips, drainage works, regrading and resurfacing
as required.
* Repairs to pipe support footings.
* Repairs to the wood stave pipelines are be undertaken for as long as practicable using the above methods.
When repairs are no longer practicable, either or both of the following methods maybe undertaken:
1. Internal lining of the wood stave section.
2. Replacement with a new penstock installed alongside the existing

Construction dates 1928, 

Heritage Act Categories Registered place, 

Hermes Number 4620

Property Number

Extent of Registration

AMENDMENT OF REGISTER OF HISTORIC BUILDINGS
Historic Building No. 1187:
Rubicon Hydro-Electric Scheme, Rubicon, Shire of Murrindindi.
Extent:
To the extent of:
1. To the extent of all the buildings, structures and works known as the Rubicon Hydro-Electric Scheme shown on
Plan 605666 endorsed by the Chair, Historic Buildings Council and held by the Director, Historic Buildings
Council and including all:
* dams, forebays, racelines, above and underground pipelines, siphons, diversions and control valves;
* tramways, bridges and haulage,
* switchyards, power stations and their machinery and equipment;
* associated buildings;
but excluding:
* the haulage residence;
* the 'Mountain Streams' shed near the Rubicon Power Station;
* all power transmission lines.
2. All of the land being a curtilage around all buildings, structures and works of 20 metres measured along the
ground shown on Plan 605666 endorsed by the Chair, Historic Buildings Council and held by the Director,
Historic Buildings Council.
[Victoria Government Gazette No. G15 18 April 1996 p.961]

(NOTE: Does not include any land or buildings downstream from Lower Rubicon Power Station; i.e. excludes
Rubicon Village and the switchyard within it)

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

