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Location

7 Harcourt Street, Hawthorn East,Boroondara City

Municipality

BOROONDARA CITY

Level of significance

Included in Heritage Overlay

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO248

Heritage Listing

Boroondara City

Statement of Significance

Last updated on -

Significance of Individual Property

1. Architecturally and historically significant as the oldest, largely unaltered, Beswicke mansion in the Harcourt
Street Precinct of State significance. Possibly aditionally significant individually (examination required).

2. Significant for the substantially intact garden form, which combines with the house to provide an excellent
picture of the intentions of Beswicke's grand scheme for Harcourt Street.



3. Significant for its substantial contribution to the Harcourt Street mansion house precinct.

HO151 Harcourt Street Precinct, Hawthorn

The Harcourt Street Precinct, Hawthorn, is an area of heritage significance for the following reasons:

- Harcourt Street features a concentration of nineteenth century mansions of a high level of design, a number of
which retain expansive grounds.

-The mansion houses are interspersed with series of distinctive and substantial Federation designs, and interwar
houses in Tudor and related modes.

- The southern part of the precinct is notable for smaller middle class houses on Rathmines Road, Auburn Road,
some with miniature arched tower-form porches of a type occasionally seen in Canterbury and Kew. These are
accompanied by broad single-fronted, single-storey verandahed Italianate middle-class housing in Bayview
Avenue and Molesworth Street. This stock is largely intact, usually with stonepatterned timber facades or
polychrome brickwork, often with mature gardens and sometimes with original fencing.

- The mansion designs by the noted architect John Beswicke, in an Italianate mode that complemented his
designs for Hawthorn and Camberwell Town Halls and the Glenferrie and Auburn shopping centres. The south
and west end has similarly vigorous and distinctive designs by a later generation of architects, as well as the
Auburn Primary School at 51 Rathmines Road, built in stages from 1890.

-The character of the area is enhanced and rendered distinctive by broad kerbside lawns and mature street trees,
arching over Harcourt Street and Higham Road within the precinct boundaries. The William Angliss Reserve,
adjacent to the precinct at its east end, visibly separates the precinct from neighbouring areas and reinforces its
garden character.

Heritage
Study/Consultant

Boroondara - Hawthorn Heritage Study, Meredith Gould Conservation Architects, 1993; 
Boroondara - Review of Heritage Overlay Precinct Citations, Lovell Chen P/L,
Architects &amp; Heritage Consultants, 2006; 

Architect/Designer Beswicke, John, 

Other Names Murtoa,  

Hermes Number 49259

Property Number

Physical Description 1

Building not visible from the street, concealed by substantial trees. The garden form follows the illustration on the
1902 MMBW map. See following P.I.F. for garden.

Site inspection strongly recommended to facilitate architectural assessment.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

