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CAPE BRIDGEWATER HOMESTEAD

cape bridgewater her.jpg 52758 Cape Bridgewater
Homestead

Location

65 BLOWHOLES ROAD, CAPE BRIDGEWATER, GLENELG SHIRE

Municipality

GLENELG SHIRE

Level of significance

Recommended for Heritage Overlay

Heritage Listing

Glenelg Shire

Statement of Significance

Last updated on -

The Cape Bridgewater Homestead ruins are located on the Cape, overlooking Bridgewater Bay. Little remains of
the stone house other than the main walls. It was single storey, symmetrical and faced north-east across
Bridgewater Bay, enjoying what is still a spectacular view. It is clear from the embedded quoins that the house
was built in two sections. Each had two rooms and from surviving footings there appears to have been a wing on
the south side which may have been a semi-detached kitchen, possibly timber rather than stone. Close by there
is a small stone outhouse which may have been an early dairy. No garden survives apart from one Cupressus
macrocarpa (Monterey Cypress) nearby which definitely dates from before the twentieth century. The homestead
was built by the Kennedy family, who took up the land with Hedditch in 1845, taking over one of the earliest
pastoral leases in Victoria, taken up by the Henty Brothers in 1839. It is likely that the homestead was built
between 1845-1850, by local stonemason Joshua Black. The homestead is in ruinous condition, but retains a
high degree of integrity, having not been altered or 'improved'.



How is it significant?
The Cape Bridgewater Homestead ruins are of architectural and historical significance to the Shire of Glenelg.

Why is it significant?
Cape Bridgewater Homestead is of historical significance for its siting on one of the first pastoral runs, taken up
by the Henty Brothers in 1839, although it is likely that they were using this area for pastoral activities prior to this
date. It is of further historical significance as a surviving example of a very early homestead, built by the Kennedy
family, who continue to be important members of the local community. The siting of the homestead is also of
considerable interest. Of architectural significance is the vernacular building composition and fine stone masonry,
which is unusual for so early and isolated a building. It is also an excellent example of the work of Joseph Black,
an early stonemason and storekeeper in the Cape Bridgewater area.

Heritage
Study/Consultant

Glenelg - Glenelg Shire Heritage Study Part One, Carlotta Kellaway, David Rhodes
Mandy Jean, 2002;  Glenelg - Glenelg Heritage Study Stage Two (a), Heritage Matters,
2006; 

Construction dates 1841, 

Other Names ORIGINAL KENNEDY RESIDENCE,  

Hermes Number 52758

Property Number

Usage/Former Usage

Abandoned

Physical Description 1

Little remains of the stone house other than the main walls. It was single storey, symmetrical and faced north-
east across Bridgewater Bay, enjoying what is still a spectacular view. It is clear from the embedded quoins that
the house was built in two sections. Each had two rooms and from surviving footings there appears to have been
a wing on the south side which may have been a semi-detached kitchen, possibly timber rather than stone. Close
by there is a small stone outhouse which may have been an early dairy. No garden survives apart from one
Cupressus macrocarpa (Monterey Cypress) nearby which definitely dates from before the twentieth century.

Physical Conditions

The house is ruinous but stable with some potential for archaeological investigation about its construction and the
lifestyle of the inhabitants.

Historical Australian Themes

2. PEOPLING AUSTRALIA
2.4: Migrating
2.4.2: Migrating to seek opportunity
2.4.4: Migrating through organised colonization
2.4.5: Changing the face of rural and urban Australia through migration
2.5: Promoting settlement
3. DEVELOPING LOCAL, REGIONAL AND NATIONAL ECONOMIES
3.5: Developing primary production
3.5.1: Grazing stock
3.5.2: Breeding animals
3.5.3: Developing agricultural industries



3.9: Farming for commercial profit
3.11: Altering the environment
3.11.4: Clearing vegetation
3.11.5: Establishing water supplies
3.12: Feeding people
3.12.2: Developing sources of fresh local produce
3.14: Developing an Australian engineering and construction industry
3.14.2: Using Australian materials in construction
3.16: Struggling with remoteness, hardship and failure
5. WORKING
5.1: Working in harsh conditions
5.6: Working in the home
5.8: Working on the land
9. MARKING THE PHASES OF LIFE
9.1: Bringing babies into the world
9.3: Forming families and partnerships
9.3.1: Establishing partnerships
9.3.2: Bringing up children

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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