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Location

21, 21b Victoria Street and 1 Louisa Street, COBURG VIC 3058 - Property No 24374

Municipality

MERRI-BEK CITY

Level of significance

Included in Heritage Overlay

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO373

Heritage Listing

Merri-bek City

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - April 7, 2021

What is significant?
The Victoria Street Uniting Church and Hall at 21 & 21B Victoria Street and 1 Louisa Street, Coburg.

How is it significant?
The Victoria Street Uniting Church and Hall at Victoria and Louisa Streets, Coburg is of local historic and
aesthetic significance to the City of Moreland.



Why is it significant?
Of historic significance, for its direct associations with the Coburg Presbyterian church which first established a
congregation in Coburg prior to 1850, and built its first church in 1852. Also, for its ability to demonstrate the work
of local architect Keith Reid, who designed churches in Moreland in the late 1950s and early 1960s. (AHC Criteria
G.1 & H.1)

Of aesthetic significance, as a very good example of 1960s ecclesiastical architecture in Coburg, which
demonstrates the typical features of church architecture of that period, including a rectangular plan and an
emphasis on verticality. Its elegant belltower is a good example of type. (AHC Criterion E.1)

Heritage
Study/Consultant

Moreland - City of Coburg Heritage Conservation &amp; Streetscape Study, Timothy
Hubbard Pty Ltd, 1991;  Moreland - Moreland City Council: Local Heritage Places
Review, Context Pty Ltd, 2004; 

Construction dates 1960, 

Architect/Designer Reid, Keith, 

Hermes Number 56959

Property Number

Physical Description 1

The Victoria Street Uniting Church and Hall are typical examples of 1960s ecclesiastical architecture.

The church has a traditional rectangular plan, with a side entrance onto Louisa Street (east elevation). It is cream
brick building with a tiled gable roof with projecting eaves, pronounced over thenorth and south elevations. There
are white painted concrete or (rendered brick) vertical fins to the primary elevations. Verticality is further
emphasised by the elegant cream brick belltower, cruciform in plan, which is capped witha slender copper-clad
spire. Other features include: small rectangular window openings puncturing the east elevation; the zig-zag
expression of the entrance roofline; a low cream brick wall to the properties boundaries along Louisa and Victoria
Streets; and a similarly expressed cream brick hall. At the south end of the church is a now somewhat disused
tennis court.

Other known local comparative examples designed by architect Keith Reid include:
-St Andrew's Uniting Church, 10 Cumberland Road, Pascoe Vale South (1959)

Physical Conditions

Good

Integrity

Minor Modifications

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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