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KITTYHAWK P-40 PLANE CRASH SITE

Images of site, c.1950s
presented to JPAC by Mr
Rick Hanning (included in
JPAC report, May 2004).

Location

PLANE TRACK BAW BAW, BAW BAW SHIRE

Municipality

BAW BAW SHIRE

Level of significance

Heritage Inventory Site

Heritage Inventory (HI) Number

H8122-0067

Heritage Listing

Victorian Heritage Inventory

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - May 25, 2022

What is significant?
How is it significant?
Why is it significant?



Hermes Number 6582

Property Number

History

This record is likely to relate to the wreck of a US (United States) P-40E Kittyhawk flown by an American pilot,
Captain Joseph Potter McLaughlin, who went missing in action in March 1942.  

The crash site was discovered on 29 December 1948, and  on 01 January 1949 the RAAF Base East Sale visited
the site and recovered human remains and aircraft identification plates. Parts of the plane have been salvaged
over time.  

Captain Joseph McLaughlin was an American Pilot who was deployed in Australia to test newly assembled P-40
Kittyhawks. The final months of Captain McLaughlin’s service in 1942 were not extensively documented, and the
association between the crash site Captain McLaughlin have been the subject of some research.
 
Captain McLaughlin arrived in Australia in 1942, and was based in Melbourne. He was working with the RAAF to
test newly assembled P-40 Kittyhawk planes. The plane at the site is confirmed to be Kittyhawk P-40 41-5526. It
was constructed in America, served in the Philippines in 1941 and was then serviced to Australia.  
 
Captain McLaughlin was assigned a special mission to deliver a letter to Prime Minister Curtain in March 1942
containing details of US President Roosevelt’s intentions regarding US forces in the Pacific. Captain McLaughlin
was considered a suitable candidate given his experience on the Kittyhawk. Ammunition discovered at the crash
site indicates that he was assigned for transfer to the RAAF at No 4 Aircraft Depot at Laverton.  
 
JPAC investigated the site in 2004. It is their assessment that Captain McLaughlin went missing in flight, after
take-off from Canberra from an undisclosed location. He was reported missing on 19 March 1942. Archaeologists
recovered personal effects associated with the P-40 Kittyhawk. This investigation confirmed the identification of
McLaughlin as the pilot of the aircraft. 
 
Captain McLaughlin was given a full military funeral service on 10 April 2006 and buried at Section 60, Plot 649,
Arlington National Cemetery, Washington.  
 
A Royal Australian Air Force (History and Heritage Branch - Air Force Headquarters) report on the wreck (June
2021) concluded that: the discovery of the crash site in 1948 and subsequent RAAF decisions were appropriate
and correct at the time. Significant research has validated the 1949 DPS Casualty Section decision that there are
no missing RAAF pilots or Kittyhawk aircraft in the Walhalla area: nor is there evidence of two crash sites at
Walhalla. There is evidence pointing to the crash having occurred in 1942 or soon after. No other evidence has
been offered regarding missing RAAF Kittyhawks or pilots. Subsequent administrative issues with RAAF
statements, Kittyhawk documentation or actions since 1949 have not altered the facts in this case.

The site is of local archaeological significance.  
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This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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