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Former North Park

B5061 North Park

Location

69 Woodland Street,, ESSENDON VIC 3040 - Property No B5061

Municipality
MOONEE VALLEY CITY

Level of significance

National

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H1286

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - October 11, 2005

A pioneering example of Queen Anne Revival domestic architecture in Australia, built in 1888-9 to a design by
Oakden, Addison and Kemp which is picturesque but basically symmetrical, and apparently influenced by the
work of the English architect R W Edis. The roof treatment is elaborate, with dormer windows, a steep central
pavilion, cresting, a widow's walk, and the first substantial application in Australia of imported Marseilles tiles. The
ballroom was added and the interior completely redecorated to its present form in 1906 to the design of Bulling,
Son & Peck. The fine encaustic tiled hall has a side arcade on squat shafts, and the hall and other principal
rooms exhibit a fine range of multi-coloured pressed metal ceilings, plaster friezes, and stained glass. The house
was built for Alexander McCracken (1856-1915). McCracken's father, Robert, owned Melbourne's most



successful brewery and took his sons into partnership in June 1884. The firm pioneered new techniques in
brewing before its take-over by Carlton and United in 1907. As well as his work for the family firm, McCracken
was Chairman of the Royal Agricultural Society and a patron of several local associations, including the
Essendon Football Club. His house reflects both his position in Melbourne industry and his standing in local
society.
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This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting ‘Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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