
Victorian Heritage Database Report Report generated 10/01/26

Marathon House & Garden

B6285 Marathon B6285 Marathon B6285 Marathon Landscape

Location

12 Marathon Drive,, MOUNT ELIZA VIC 3930 - Property No B6285

Municipality

MORNINGTON PENINSULA SHIRE

Level of significance

National

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H0946

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - October 27, 2005

Marathon, the residence erected in 1914 and extended in 1924, the garden presumed to date from c.1914-24, is
of National significance;
- as one of a small group of summer residences erected in the first decades of the twentieth century and set in
extensive grounds along the Peninsula coastline in the Mornington, Sorrento, Portsea and Mount Eliza area,
each providing a context for the increasing subdivision around them;
- architecturally, as a large summer residence designed as extensive renovations and additions by the noted
architectural firm Walter & Richard Butler from an original concept designed by Butler & Bradshaw in 1914 (



Walter Butler's earlier firm); it was notable for its use af natural materials in the Arts & Crafts manner so respected
by Walter Butler;
- as the summer residence of members of the Grimwade family, prominent in Melbourne social, commercial and
intellectual circles; and also as a companion to Russell Grimwade's Westerfield and the earlier Peninsula
Grimwade family home at Coolart;
- for its retention of planting from the period after 1914; this includes mature trees (especially conifers), shrubs,
herbaceous perennials and aquatic plants;
- for its retention of design elements from the period after 1914-1924; including terraces, balustrading, steps ,
pools, pergolas, vistas within the garden and to distant views, characteristic formal Italian planting (such as
cypresses and clipped hedges), and architectural elements (such as fountains and statuary); as an Italian
influenced landscape design this property is one of few in the State;
- for its considerable aesthetic appeal, derived from its dramatic seaside and clifftop setting, the sloping terraced
site, the complementary architectural and garden elements, and the mature planting.
Classified: 16/10/1991

Garden significance:
Marathon, the residence erected in 1914 and extended in 1924, the garden presumed to date from c.1914-24, is
of National significance:
- as one of a small group of summer residences erected in the first decades of the twentieth century and set in
extensive grounds along the Peninsula coastline in the Mornington, Sorrento, Portsea and Mount Eliza area,
each providing a context for the increasing subdivision around them;
- architecturally, as a large summer residence designed as extensive renovations and additions by the noted
architectural firm Walter & Richard Butler from an original concept designed by Butler & Bradshaw in 1914
(Walter Butler's earlier firm); it was notable for its use of natural materials in the Arts & Crafts manner so
respected by Walter Butler;
- as the summer residence of members of the Grimwade family, prominent in Melbourne social, commercial and
intellectual circles; and also as a companion to Russell Grimwade's Westerfield and the earlier Peninsula
Grimwade family home at Coolart;
- for its retention of planting from the period after 1914; this includes mature trees (especially conifers), shrubs,
herbaceous perennials and aquatic plants;
- for its retention of design elements from the period 1914-1924; including terraces, balustrading, steps, pools,
pergolas, vistas within the garden and to distant views, characteristic formal Italian planting (such as cypresses
and clipped hedges), and architectural elements (such as fountains and statuary); as an Italian influenced
landscape design this property is one of few in the State;
- for its considerable aesthetic appeal, derived from its dramatic seaside and clifftop setting, the sloping terraced
site, the complementary architectural and garden elements, and the mature planting.
Classified: 16/10/1991
File note 12/01/2012: G13096 amalgamated & filed with B6285.
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This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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