
Victorian Heritage Database Report Report generated 12/07/25

Whin Bank

B6750 Whin Bank

Location

34 Mitford Street,, ELWOOD VIC 3184 - Property No B6750

Municipality

PORT PHILLIP CITY

Level of significance

State

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - December 20, 2005

Whin Bank is of State architectural significance as a work of Richard Speight Jnr and as an early example of a
building showing a number of elements of the later Federation style. It is also historically significant as the
residence of prominent nineteenth century businessman and politician Thomas Loader. Thomas Loader
employed Richard Speight Jnr to alter the building in 1890.
Thomas Loader was prominent in business and politics for 35 years and was a founder of the City of Melbourne
Bank in 1873. Although not noted for philanthropy he had been active in promoting Federation and urban
improvement in West Melbourne. He later became notorious for his associations with the collapse of the bank.
The basic plan form remains from an earlier building designed by the important architect J.A.B. Koch in 1875-76
for Henry Dugdale. It is possible that the arcaded section of the two-storey verandahs may be part of Koch's
design. Speight's work was probably to alter the windows, entry door and to reshape the other parts of the
exterior.
The large two storey rendered house is notable for its adoption of Italian Renaissance design in a highly



asymmetrical way with a large gabled bay. It is notable for its planning around a central stairhall with passages
radiationg in several directions.
Internally the building is distinguished by a wide range of unusual lead light windows, a soaring lantern over the
upper stair hall, a variety of carved wood fireplaces and many complex shaped rooms with window openings in
several directions to provide an unusually high light level.
Classified: 11/11/1996

Hermes Number 66634

Property Number

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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