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Singapore Cottage

B5411 Singapore Cottage

Location

136 Sackville Street,, COLLINGWOOD VIC 3066 - Property No B5411

Municipality

YARRA CITY

Level of significance

State

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H0610

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - August 25, 2006

A prefabricated wooden house which is thought, because it is made of meranti and deridu timbers, to have
originated on the Malay Peninsula and specifically, because of the many Chinese characters painted on the
members, to be from Singapore. It has a roof of Morewood and Rogers's patent galvanized iron tiles, at least one
of which has a painted inscription believed to be that of the Melbourne retailer, and this is thought to date from
the original erection of the house in Collingwood in the 1850s. It has suffered considerable loss of integrity by
reason of its removal to Mentone in 1900, considerable alteration in about 1930, partial demolition in 1983, and
relocation to a new site in Collingwood. Today it retains some areas of early wallpaper but has lost most of its
internal lining. It remains an exceptionally interesting technical specimen which displays the unusual timbers,



heavy framing techniques, Chinese and other markings, and galvanized roof tiles. It is the oldest surviving
Singapore cottage so far identified in the world.
Classified: 11/08/1983
Revised: 03/08/1998

Other Names Harkins Cottage,  

Hermes Number 67186

Property Number

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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