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STEELS PIONEER COMPANY

Location

YANDOIT TOWNSHIP ROAD YANDOIT, HEPBURN SHIRE

Municipality
HEPBURN SHIRE

Level of significance

Heritage Inventory Site

Heritage Inventory (HI) Number

H7723-0683

Heritage Listing

Victorian Heritage Inventory

Hermes Number 8285

Property Number

History

Heritage Inventory History of Site: Steele's Reef was opened in 1859 along with a number of other reefs in the
Yandoit area. The reef was worked by small mining parties until the late 1880s. In 1887, the Steele's Reef Quartz
Mining Company fixed steam pumping machinery and commenced sinking a shaft. The company were unable to
find a profitable ore body and after two years work closed down. By this time their shaft had reached a depth of
150 feet. The mine was then taken over by the Pioneer Quartz Mining Company who appear not to have worked
the mine.In 1906, the Steele's Pioneer Company commenced work, erecting a winding winch at the old shaft
sunk by the Steele's Company. The next year the company erected a 10-head battery, set of poppet legs, a
pumping engine. Sinking the shaft a further 100 feet, the company struggled to find payable ore and soon closed

down.



This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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