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Location

6 MERRIANG HOMESTEAD ROAD MERRIANG, ALPINE SHIRE

Municipality

ALPINE SHIRE

Level of significance

Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H0566

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO20

VHR Registration



March 14, 1984

Heritage Listing

Victorian Heritage Register

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - June 22, 1999

The Merriang Run was first established prior to 1846 by David Johnson who sold the pastoral licence to John
Johnston, an Irish immigrant, in that year. In 1853 Johnston secured freehold title to the land around the present
homestead buildings, at the junction of the Ovens and Buffalo rivers. Johnston is recorded as having station
buildings at that time but it is generally believed that the present buildings were constructed in 1863 by Michael
O'Donnell who purchased the freehold in 1862. O'Donnell (1833-1892) emigrated from Ireland to Victoria in 1851
and conducted a carrying business on the Ovens goldfields before purchasing Merriang. He later purchased the
grazing licence in 1863. The homestead passed out of the family in 1894 when the estate was declared insolvent.
At that time the holding consisted of 7000 acres. The date of construction of the homestead has not been
authenticated but it appears in the photograph in 1875 which shows a well established garden and the
replacement of the shingle-roof with corrugated iron, indicating that it was built some years previously. The
homestead is constructed of red brick on a granite plinth with a corrugated iron roof over an earlier shingled roof.
It is planned with the principal rooms around a central passage under a hip-and-valley roof with a return verandah
and two symmetrically placed service wings at the rear. These enclose a large originally brick-paved courtyard
with a central well and a verandah around the perimeter. The view from the courtyard is closed by the stables
which are placed some distance back but parallel with the rear of the house and at the full width of the courtyard.
The stables are two storey with a gabled roof. The lower storey walls are constructed of coursed granite with
bricks over. The homestead complex is intact with the exceptions of the loss of the coach house, forge, garden
gazebo and the picket fence which enclosed the rear of the courtyard. The upper floor of the stables has been
renovated as a studio and the eastern service wing has had its attic renovated with the addition of dormer
windows to the roof. The homestead retains many small elements which indicate the social organisation of the
house: the service bell system and the large chopping block to the butcher's room for example. Merriang is typical
in style to many country houses of the 1860s but special in the precision with which it is constructed and planned,
particularly in relation to its setting. Its special interest lies in its intactness and clarity in demonstrating a way of
life akin to that of grander homesteads in other parts of Victoria but of a smaller scale typical of north-east
Victoria, its special relationship to its environment and its influence in the history of settlement in the Ovens
Valley.

Permit Exemptions

General Exemptions:

General exemptions apply to all places and objects included in the Victorian Heritage Register (VHR). General
exemptions have been designed to allow everyday activities, maintenance and changes to your property, which
don’t harm its cultural heritage significance, to proceed without the need to obtain approvals under the Heritage
Act 2017.

Places of worship: In some circumstances, you can alter a place of worship to accommodate religious practices
without a permit, but you must notify the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria before you start the works or
activities at least 20 business days before the works or activities are to commence.

Subdivision/consolidation: Permit exemptions exist for some subdivisions and consolidations. If the subdivision or
consolidation is in accordance with a planning permit granted under Part 4 of the Planning and Environment Act
1987 and the application for the planning permit was referred to the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria as a
determining referral authority, a permit is not required.

https://application-hub.app.planning.vic.gov.au/hv/createForm/EDNotificationHV


Specific exemptions may also apply to your registered place or object. If applicable, these are listed below.
Specific exemptions are tailored to the conservation and management needs of an individual registered place or
object and set out works and activities that are exempt from the requirements of a permit. Specific exemptions
prevail if they conflict with general exemptions.

Find out more about heritage permit exemptions here.

Construction dates 1863, 

Heritage Act Categories Registered place, 
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Extent of Registration

AMENDMENT OF REGISTER OF HISTORIC BUILDINGS

Historic Building No. 566Merriang Homestead, Merriang Road, Myrtleford (to the extent of all the buildings and
the land entered in in the Register Book as Volume 6906 Folio 128.)

[Victoria Government Gazette No.32 14 March 1983 p.823]

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/permits-and-approvals/heritage-permit-exemptions
http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

